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Limpongsanurak S, Reinprayoon D, Charoenvisarn C, Chuntornteptevan
N, Cheumpiyarat S. Clinical use of Ketamine HCl in Obstetrics and
Gynecology Chula Med J. 983 Jul ; 27 (4) : 197-213

Ketamine HCL is «a potent intravenous anesthetic agent.
A clinical study on the effect of Ketamine HCL in 3 groups of
the patients undergoing curettage, low forceps deliveries and
immediate postpartum tubal ligation (60 cases in each group)
was carried out at the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Chulalongkorn Hospital, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University. The patients were given 3 different doses of
Ketamine HCL ie. 0.3 mglkg, 0.5 mglkg and 1.0 mglkg body
weight according to obstetrical procedures done.

Good anesthetic effect in the curettage group. low forceps
extraction group and immediate postpartum tubal ligation group
was 0.3 mglkg, 0.5 mg/kg and 1.0 mg/kg body weight respec
tively The common side effects were rising in blood pressure, pulse
rate and respiratory rate. The maximum change was found at
5 minutes after injection- In the 0.3 mg/kg body weight group,
the baseline blood pressure, pulse rate and respiratory rate were
118.3 + 9.1/76.7 = 7.1 mmHg. 79.7 £ 7.1/min and 19.2 *
2.9/min. respectively. The result at 5 minutes after injection
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was 1319 + 17.0/86.3 + 9.3 mmHg, 83.3 = 5.5/min. and
20.3 + 3.1/min. respectively. Changing of blood pressure and pulse
rate were statistically different (p < 0.01). There is no statistically
different in changing of respiratory rate. Those changes of
vital signs in the 0.5 and 1.0 mgl/kg body weight group were
statistically different (p < 0.01). These effects lasted for 10
minutes. However, there were no hallucination effegt and no
other serious maternal and newborn complications. The total dose
of Ketamine HCL used was lower than other reports.
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