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in purulent meningitis. Chula Med J 1983 Jul ; 27 (4) : 191-196

Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) anion gap was studied in the
patients with purulent meningitis at Chulalongkorn hospital jrom
October 1™ » 1980 to September 30" , 1981. There were 12 patients
with positive CSF culture and 52 controls. The age range was 2 to
15 months in the patients and 1 to 18 months in the controls.
Analysis of CSF for Na+, K*, HCO; and Cl were performed. The
mean CSF anion gap in the patients was 12.92+7.3 mEg/L. which
was significantly higher than that of the control group of 0.39 £
3.63 mEg/L (p< 0.001). CSF anion gap determination can be casily

and rapidly performed in almost all hospital laboratories and it is

very useful in the diagnosis of purulent meningitis.
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CSF Chloride 121.3 £ 8.0 112.3 = 10.2 3.33 < 0.005
CSF Bicarbonate 19.7 £ 2.7 17.0 £ 3.3 2.98 < 0.005
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