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Poovarawan Y, Chomdej S, Mongkolkumnuanket P, Chandrakamol
B, Sukuntanaya C. Acute segmental necrotizing enteritis in children.
Chula Med J 1984 Mar; 28(3): 327-336

This paper is to report 3 cases of acute segmental necrotizing
enteritis seen at Pediatric Department, Chulalongkorn Hospital
during 1981 to 1983. The disease occurs mostly in children
in the rural area of the Northern and North-Eastern part of
Thailand and this report cases are from the Central part of
Thailand. The etiology and pathogenesis are not known. Clostri-
dium toxin and diet containing trypsin inhibitor might be the
influenzing factors. It is more frequently found in children
between 6 to 9 years old. Symptoms and signs include:- high
fever, abdominal cramp, watery to bloody mucous diarrhea,
abdominal distension and shock in one case. Laboratory findings
reveal high hematocrit, leukocytosis and shift to the left.
Widening and thickening loop of small bowel are seen on the
films of abdomen. The sites of intestinal involvement are jejunum,
ileum and jejunum and ileum. The mortality rate is about 20-
70 % but in this report all are survived. The collective reports
of the acute segmental necrotizing enteritis in Thai children are
also reviewed as guidelines of diagnosis. Awareness of the disease,
early diagnosis and prompt treatment can reduce the mortality
rate.
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