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From February 1981 to July 1982, 67 ERCP procedures
were performed by the author at Chulalongkorn Hospital. The
major indication was cholestatic jaundice of uncertain aetiology,
while suspected pancreatic diseases and abdominal pain of as
yet undertermined origin constituted minor indications for ERCP
in this report. Failures at various steps up to radiographic
visualisation amounted to 19.2 per cent. Cannulation of the
papilla of Vater was successfully achieved in as much as 84.1
per cent, while successful radiographic visualisation was noted
in 80.8 per cent. These latter two figures compare favourably
to quoted rates of around 70 to 80 per cent in some major reports.
The success rate for visualisation of the desired ductal system, .
which enabled a diagnosis to be made, was just 60.7 per cent,
however ; while correct diagnostic yield was only 40.9 per cent,
compared to the generally reported figures from abroad of around
75 to over 80 per cent. This final analysis may not be considered
satisfactory yet. Nevertheless, the authours believe a higher
diagnostic yield can be anticipated through the accumulation of
future experience. Complications encountered in this report were
few and of no clinical significance.
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Table 1 Indications for ERCP

Indication Number of procedures
1) To establish cause of Jjaundice 54
(N.B. Post—cholecystectomy 4)
2) Known/ suspected pancreatic diseases
— suspected pancreatic carcinoma 2
— suspected chronic pancreatitis (r.U.0.) 1
— chronic calcifying pancreatitis 3
3) abdominal pain of uncertain nature 4
(N.B. Post—cholecystectomy 2)
4) Others
— suspected biliary obstruction from 2
recurrent liver abscess
— suspected polycystic disease of liver 1
Total 67
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Table 2 ERCP failures (67 procedures)

Type of failure Reason Number
— Failure to intubate duodenum (persistent pylorospasm) : ()
: distorted pylorus, status 2
post—cholecystectomy
— Failure to reach 2nd part : (narrowed duodenum from (1)
duodenum Ca pancreas)
: (Whipple operation) (1)
— Failure to locate Vater's papilla 4
— Failure of cannulation 4
— Failure of radiographic : impacted stone at distal CBD 1
visualisation : periampullary extravasation 1
Total | 12 (+ 4)

N.B. ( ) represents unavoidable failures.
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Table 3 ERCP failure rates (adjusted, 63 procedures)

Type of failure
— Failure to intubate duodenum
— Failure to locate Vater's papilla
— Failure of cannulation
— Failure of radiographic visualisation

Total

Number Percentage

3.2

2

4 6.4
4 6.4
2 3.2
2

1 19.2
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Table 4 ERCP success rates (63 procedures)

Level of success Number of successful Succes rates N.B.
procedures (percent)
— Cannulation of Vater's 53 84.1
papilla

— Radiographic visualisation 51 80.9
(complete ERCP 16 25.4)

~ Visualisation of desired duct 38 60.3
: CBD visualised as desired 34 60.7 (34 out of 56)
: PD visualised as desired 4 57.1 (4 out of 7)

— Correct diagnosis ' 31 49.2
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Table 5 ERCP diagnosis‘(sa cases)

Correct | Incorrect | Final diagnosis
Diagnosis Number
diagposis | diagnosis uncertain
— CBD stones with obstruction 7 7
— Proximal CBD carinoma 2 1 1
~ Distal CBD carcinoma 3 3
— CHD carcinoma 7 7
— “Junctional carcinoma 2 2
— IHD carcinoma 2 2
— “chronic cholangitis” i 1 (2PBC)
— Chronic calcifying pancreatitis
with pancr. duct stones 2 2
— Chronic pancreatitis 3 1 2
— Pancreatic carcinoma 1 1
— Normal ERCP 8 8
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Table 6 ERCP diagnostic accuracy

ERCP Diagnosis Number Number of correct diagnosis Accuracy
Biliary tract diseases 24 20 73.3

— stones 7 7 100.0

— malignancy 16 13 81.3
Pancreatic diseases 6 3
Normal ERCP 8 8
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