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SUMMARY

A general knowledge was given of
BCG vaccine and its use as one of the
measures in the control of tuberculosis. It has
been found that 4 to 5 times as many cases
of tuberculosis occur among non-reactors to
tuberculin as among the reactors. It is recom-
mended that tuberculin test be made before
BCG vaccination. Non-reactors to tuberculin
should be given BCG vaccination. BCG vac-
cine can invert the non-reactors to tuberculin
into reactors. By BCG vaccination the number
of new tuberculous cases arising in the non-

reactor group may be reduced to about 1/5th

of what it would be without vaccination.
Quantitative measurement of tuberculin
sensitivity reveals qualitative differences. By
the pre-vaccination tuberculin reactions two
types of tuberculin sensitivity are recognized:
one, the highgrade sensitivity caused by infec-
tion with virulent tubercle bacilli and the
other, the low - grade or “non - specific” sensi-
tivity whose cause is still unknown. Post-
vaccination allergy can be expressed by the
size of tuberculin reactions and can be used
to compare qualitative differences between

vaccines.

Present Status of Chemotherapy in Tuberculosis

Report of the committee on Chemotherapy and Antibiotics
(Diseases of the Chest May 1955. Vol. 27, No. 5)
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