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Moollaor P. Myocarditis and adrenal cortical necrosis in paraquat poisoning. Chula Med J
1988 Sep; 32(9) : 821-826

A 16 years old Thai girl ingested a bowel of gramoxone to attempt suicide. The patient
died 22 hours after ingestion of the herbicide. Autopsy revealed pathology in the lungs, heart
and adrenal cortex as follows : severe congestion, edema and hemorrhages in the lungs, myo-
carditis of the heart muscle and necrosis the whole cortex of adrenal glands. These findings are
rather rare in paraquat poisoning, and this is the first case-report from the Department of
Forensic Medicine. Paraquat was found in the liver and the kidney at necropsy.

Reprint requests : Moollaor P, Department of Forensic Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chu-
lalongkorn University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Received for publication. March 28, 1987.
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Figure 1. Proposed mechanisms of paraquat toxicity and therapy (Winchester SF. Paraquat and Diquat
Herbicides, in : Haddad LM. and Winchester JF.)
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Figure 2 Myocardium shows area of round cells infiltration in the interstial Tissue. (arrows)

Figure 3 Lung; Upper rt. shows area of congestion and edema. lover lt. shows areas of hemorrhages.
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Figure 4 Show adrenal cortical (whole three zones) necrosis.

Figure 5 Adrenal (higher power) Shows necrosis of Z. gromerulosa, Z. fasiculata 8% Z. reticulartis.
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