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A case of Japanese encephalitis in a seven-year-old boy is described. The disease is
caused by Japanese encephalitis virus, a flavivirus which is transmitted to man through the
bite of culicine mosquitoes. Pig is considered to be an important amplifying host. The disease
has been known to be endemic in Thailand for many years, and sporadic cases of Japanese
encephalitis in Thailand have been reported since 1961. The first epidemic occurred in 1969
in Chiangmai province. The northern parts of Thailand are most heavily affected, with the
peak epidemic in the rainy seasons. Japanese encephalitis virus attacks all age groups but
children are considered to have higher risk of developing clinical encephalitis. Japanese encephali-
tis has a high mortality and morbidity and without specific treatment, prevention either by
vaccination or control of vector, and amplifying hosts are highly indicated. The eradication
of the mosquito vector appears to be more difficult, zmmumzatzon of man may be the preferred
method of controlling Japanese encephalitis.

Reprint requests: Thisyakorn U, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Received for publication. April 18, 1988.
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