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Phanthumchinda K, Likasit C, Hemachudha T, Locharernkul C. Myasthenia gravis :
analysis of 55 cases with review of literatures. Chula Med J 1988 Feb; 32 (2) : 137-148

Fifty-five cases of myasthenia gravis were analyzed. Male : female ratio was 1:2.7.
The average age of onset in the male and female were 37 and 30 years respectively. The
most frequent presenting symptoms were ptosis and diplopia. Ptosis was also the commonest
finding on admission. The patients in group II A predominated in this series (42%). The
pharmacologic test seemed to be more sensitive than electrodiagnosis. Apart from 3 cases
of hyperthyroidism, no other autoimmune disease were observed. Thymoma was demonstrated
by chest x-ray in one case. Transsternal thymectomies were performed in 35 cases and
in all grade of severity except in group I; there was no morbidity or mortality from this
operation. Thymus hyperplasia was the most common pathological finding (77%) and
thymoma was found in 2 cases. It has been demonstrated in this series that patients with
disease of shorter duration tend to have less severe histologic changes in the thymus.
Current literatures concerning various aspects of myasthenia gravis are also reviewed in
this paper.

Reprint requests : Phanthumchinda K, Department of Internal of Medicine, Faculty of
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Myasthenia (Gravis (MG) \fulsauiinsey
Wowaasenhadulszsmuaznfaniia (Neuro-mus-
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MG flulsafilunudes wafinulénialan(e)
o ar a [l ) = dl ar asa
swiudszinenedldlénn Aasudnfugidnsues
rwgnasbiailanten ngufrwem it fnmndgie
MG lumbistszaming lraweuisawinenssl (e
gleyafinfudnsaemndiinvesde lsafinusa
fIUMG wazamaRaUndvasses|nds (Thymus gland)
ufihe MG #ldvnnmrhdesasilean (Thymectomy)

Winnfinwdie MG mmﬁﬁnm‘luvmw
theaming Taawsinsawinenso fud uniay
2525 T4 funeAn 2527 §wam 55 38 eulennm
ugamuadiamada 1 use 2 dldnannud usy
nrwaavsuasdansinmdendulatuesinedise
Avda Wwlasdntu Tuslug (Pyridostigmine bromide)
gredlEunsitiriin MG yswasldFumedn
1h72 38, a329319meal WRTATINTHAYNNTL LY
Yrrsmetioaziden ewnaunaveandniiens
21113189 MG usztiemlinfisaifiesinfu MG
fhoymeléiunsanusen (complete blood count)
maneznauvedfealasdfsieaiiniu (ESR, Wester-
gren technique) N13@973 LE preparation, antin-
uclear factor (ANF), rheumatoid factor uazIzdU
AauNdLUUA (complement level) Lﬁami‘iﬂﬂﬁﬁ?m
piduiufaundfiarafiediniy MG frhenniedald
Fuamme mainawvesaawiniiesd (Thyroid func-
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tion test) 19g¥in Serum T,,T, usz Free T, anaq
@373 Thyroid antibody \WWewenuRaindvesden
Inssend Fainifadaufiudias MG wenvniigie
nyefildfunmanamniirien ureswazm
the iewndiasenvesdewInds ilelnaifliesldy
msafladsanneu  wisfuweidsmsdunmduniifieds
szl unmananfadedie Wi lasminszdu
41 (Repetitive stimulation) udz@sramaudnlls-
a@nfiu (prostigmine test) \NaBudunsiiady
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Juhannaefléfunsidadenindnraem
adfiniudu MG ufazldunsfaudeanmuanu
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JuusImaifuas Osserman'”) aeniilu

ngu 1 foimsawizngeuussveaniiuiie
lunrsnsenan (Ocular MG)

ngu HA femdaunsiiad udnsniela
UnfuszdthednssumoUfiemld (Mild generalized
MG)
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ndu 1B fomsseuusanfoulungudl 11 A
uwionsreuus aduannawlisansay fudsmlidudnd
(Severe generalized MQG)
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nau I dundundioymasuusaduindiome
wnzfanuReUn@nmiunuidanitlunmwiels (Acute
fulminating MG)

nqu IV fungaufl 2A wia 2B fiuduum
2 ¥ wIoanniniu (Late severe MG)

Auhelunguaaddinlusldumerividaday
n¥s (Thymectomy) lagA% Transsternal thymec-
tomy Hamuihsmanzfaziineiida uazdiae
fuganfisziimadida gihedldFumsiidadaainds
ur deulndafidaaenizgadsasradndeyanisal
Amadmwensine fuhenaselaides 1 unsdida
gavlndarioluar ldsunssnmilnilasdndu Tus-
1ué (Pyridostigmine bromide) luunsswazldnes-
Alawweiesasd (Corticosteroids) lwjUvauwsedilalan
(Prednisolone) Tindagiiavsan MG ulyaisats
unzdihedndudosdamansinsuiduszezmeum
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Table 1 Age and Sex distribution.
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donsmvaanendosonare unney = 271 lu
12901y 40 Husn Sanmnuwangidainamioiniiu
3.5:1 wazlutogndy 40 U danidmszwinane
wIRaINaTIBIAY 131

Age (Years) Female Male Total
11-20 8 3 11
21-30 | 18 4 22
31-40 9 3 12
41-50 2 1 3
51-60 2 1 3
61-70 1 2 3
71-80 - 1 1
Total 40 15 55
2INMIITNUIN afandafimafunmidsn ndwdewihussnduidaiin

a9l 2 usesemmIsewusaduuIn Tugihe
55 310 s‘z?lommm"au‘lmujazLﬂummsuammaamsdau
wemandadelunsnsenm sulduiwiman uae/
via mmwdau wuludihovionue 42 38 lu ss
7 Teefluiwudfiamzemmsanus wamfunde
Mad1ader 17 318 1w 55 318 8IN1TBBUUTIVBY

Table 2 Initial symptoms

flunsnduuszoant§ed (bulbar muscle) WUIDINIWN
fla wunaue 30 318 atulamusdauazwIu
(extremities) wutasnsunfludududaly swmernsh
Wannndiuitaifigafunsnielageunss Feialdiie

A | g A& 6w o
amawitiegmela tdliiduniin  wudlueimsiteah
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Motor Involvement Number of patients
 Ocular 17
Bulbar 8
Extremities 5
Respiratory -
Ocular + Bulbar 5
Ocular + Extremities 3
Ocular + Bulbar + Extremities 15
Ocular + Bulbar + Extremities + Respiratory 2
Total cases 55
Total ocular 42
Total bulbar 30
Total extremities 25
Total respiratory 2
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Table 3 Signs on admission

Ynaansaiva

-3 tﬁl A 1 z
afiwuannfigafio 45 3wl 55 318 Fwnfwile
nguan q NeniiansseunsadunquiasIniesiniuy
NRNBU q INLTDIRIN

Moitorwlpvolyemgl{t' Number of patients
Ocular 6
Bulbar 4
Extremities 1
Ocular + Bulbar 3
Ocular + Extremities 19
Bulbar + Extremities 4
Ocular + Respiratory 1
Extremities + Respiratory 1
Ocular + Bulbar + Extremities 10
Ocular + Respiratory + Extremities 4
Ocular + Bulbar + Respiratory + Extremities 2
Total cases 55
Total ocular 45
Total bulbar 23
Total extremities 41
Total respiratory. 8

MIT 4 A LEAITEALIBIATBINTEOUT I
spandudelunsnaanmtad 9 (ocular muscle)
FwuifamIgeuuss Fenuiemswismantiases
'ﬁnwumnﬁ'qﬂﬁa 22 T8 ‘lm‘hu’:us‘gﬂ'mﬁ'ﬁmmima

avionue 45 3w (JUR 1)

Figure 1 A 18 year-old female MG patient with
bilateral ptosis

IR 4 B UROSTIENLLEHAUDINTBOWIT
spanfudievsnmlumt, adwidelunsidsn n&w
iiolunInduuszmsnenidss (bulbar muscle) 94
wuImssauuTasndudevsnalumiivere ¢

(Facial diparesis) Wuanigadia wuns 23 318 lu
frheddemslunguilne 23 318 (JUA 2)

Figure 2 A 20 year-old male MG patient with facial
diparesis
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Table 5 Pharmacologic and electrodiagnostic test in

Myasthenia gravis.

PNIAINIUOIBA

Investigation Number of cases Total
Positive Negative Not
Test Test performed
Prostigmine test 28 2 25 55
Pyridostigmine test 55 - - 55
Electromyography 29 11 15 55

msmBandannliiindusdsadadndierany
W MG

ludthe 55 37 firmsdnm waemmIaTIe
Sumpuazanadonlinylzafifennufiseduiulie
AaUndfioanusaniy MG iaw
mimlinveanen Insous

ludwoudaefs 55 91w wuthedsiarns
UEAININARAN TRInzaanInIasdavinauwinnIlnd
(hyperthyroidism) 3wfudaniniosdla waznIasda

Figure 4 A Typical Thymoma with pleural metastasis
(arrow) in a case of MG

A s I3 '3 o
WWeanuszdulniesdaatlungs s 3 3w lu
UANWY  antimichrosomal antibody 4% 1 318
\l

msasIamaei Inia

1évinnsasramdednda (Thymus gland)
108¥i1M1303235 IR V0 INT 190N bk IaT LAz Eg Wy
z 1 as a a Zd
Wasenasdaunidaie medsn warlusediminszae
voadlesenlumuieiulen FaldaraBuiuannisvy
AouRuaa’ Inluunsnvemsnsen JUf 4 A usz B

Figure 4 B CT-scan of chest revealed thymoma in

the anterior mediastinum in a case of MG
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(19/35) @wegizwi 21-30 U uszilunds (28/35)
dasnnluaynsuiigiisdwlngifungs wazagly
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sauusslannluudrudernissenus s sldinniimuda
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mihdaldd dwmdielungy Iv dwidia 2 lu 3
0 wazvasasniewuiiilasenvesdennds (Thy-
‘moma) werfsmwinuludenndsudiu hyperplasia
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mawiau"lmﬁamnﬁqﬂ (27/35) wazwusoInsntdu
doulndaund (6/35) mardasanindaluaynswil
Tiwunmeunyndaunas dasiaese

Table 6 Thymectomy in 35 cases of Myasthenia gravis.

Age Sex Stage Pathology of Thymus
Rabge No | Female | Male | IIA 1IB III IV | Normal|Hyperplasiaf Thymoma
11-20 5 3 2 3 1 1 - 1 4 -
21-30 19 17 2 14 5 - - 2 17 -
31-40 8 7 1 2 4 2 - 3 5
41-50 1 - 1 - - - 1 - - 1
51-60 2 1 1 1 - - 1 - 1 1
Total 35 28 7 20 10 3 2 6 27 2
aman 7 usemssznamGulionusswend  Aeundluszoziom 18 Hou wsnndenndonisacd
gsmwansdonlndgluszaziimeis 9 Wuldou szez §adm = 1:3.6 WAZWAIIN 18 WWaundInSy

namedSuionITes MG uszamishdanaulndis
IAFedIe 3-36 1how wazfszeziiaualy 15 @ou
hgdandmszwitamnsingnasdanndafivndus:

fomsdanguseninindanunfussfiadndazidu
111 wazlwdwwmidiifissenuasdavinds 2 T

Table 7 Duration of Myasthenia gravis and Thymus pathology.

Thymus pathology
Duration (months) Normal Hyperplasia Thymoma
0-6 1 )
7-12 3 11 .
13-18 1 - i}
19-24 1 9
>24 - - 2
Total 6 27 2
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Myasthenia Gravis (MG) wue3ausnlas
wWnfonsangwile Thomas Willis il a.a. 1672(8)
dounfdswamiiniulyadasnyiios 1(9) v
Wil 1805 Jolly(™® 3elddstalseibifuauusn Tomdon
71 ““Myasthenia Gravis Pseudoparalytica’ Q"ﬁlwu
M MG aaususdemIiedmlufuiosnasisnfe
Mary Walker(') uaz Remen('? 4 snrsnutivinlx
winmmildussinmenly MG @wann Strauss(™®
wsz Simpson('4) Lﬂuwquu;]m MG ulinfiifa
ﬁnnﬂgmmﬁunukﬂwﬂﬂnmwmmmusnm‘sam%am:mn
Wudszamusendundio uaslunarsrufinuanfles

minuitudu ngejiwlutgtuersnsnlénh MG

Lﬂu‘[sﬂﬁt’ﬁfammJﬁﬁ?mﬁuﬁuﬁﬂﬂnﬁﬁmmna‘lnnmﬁa
leaninlsadu d lunguiluszendld MG \Huduuny
lunsdinmlsngu q lunquilladeluluawina(is 18)
MG iulafinulivalon Taeflgt@nmihzanm
2-5 ywasrzmmidwaudell usslanurndszinm
13-64 Twdotszrnydueu(® hadnuldmnaydud
a =2 =iy 3 d‘ d'A‘ A
usnifinaudsary so U udlesafoudogfisudenns
dl ‘d‘ -3 o =4
anvanniigade lunganvery 26 U wszluzewy
oy 31 909 luaymsuiiwuegiudulungfoay
30 ¥ wszlurwfe 37 ¥ FalaNfssiurwomdu 4
uszmafinunogadefFmduwiug i waeoudu
46 Tiu anfhwwnzladldadhodadnlunsdom
fn dendmsznihaunangiuszys tugag 40 1
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wsnwinfiu 331 B9 4 wazwdanneny 4o 1 Tudn
Sonsuiaziiiu(19) Safimdauiudinuluaynsui
heiifuumefinudss nniulumseuaialesaws
Wulugnigniaswaadion (1) wdluswamiilaing
eianniuluaseuadaiee

fiths MG snnzlommdaaniuen
Aaundnnmdenus waamduwidefiiniunynsanm
(Extraocular muscle) 3zvinl¥ifinamimismanuag
vaafunwdou 4anuld 50-90%(19-21) 'lumgmuﬁ
WUDIMIAINAN 76 FmemIseuuswasnduiiia
miu‘é'u 9 suldun ndwdarsnalumn, n&adia
igarunisuaidna né’m;&mﬁmﬁunﬁﬁﬁuua:vgﬂ
(bulbar muscle) Wu 10-297, adwiiiavsii susun
(Extremities) WU 6-407, ua:nﬁwtﬁmﬁmﬁunwmﬂh
wu 0-13%092) luaunsadinueiniats 3 sfadun
fiu 557, 457 whz 47 MUAGU MINTININNIEEY
thefiinazwuanafiadn@ludenduei 9 Andwiniy
IMIUEAIGILIN udeanusmsaunaniwialyan

aimImanduilamanniu esnadihedemnsan

fu Fanmuuwnd(192) smemiinuwn Tadansn
i

aafaundre méudelunnaeneminutien
figafte wiamandsaraduinodes wianasng@)
wannminfiiuanuiednduesnisnaanm (External
ophthalmoplegia){?') sundudelunsnsenmife
Undudazdafunudn medial rectus, lateral rectus
W8T superior rectus Wuvasnn&uiialunsnsan
miadu (22) lueynsudfiwumnafiadn@iens 4 1w
i

anwRaundvaanduile bulbar daldun
nﬁmn&aﬁmmm’i’mﬂszmmuaoej‘ﬁ' 5,7,9,10,11,12
finvdasfige 1dun omsseuus wasndandamt
unzTssnanfendudaifimiunseandus, nfuile
Feafunanduussnuadnl @) dslueynuiifing
ezt

nmwdanguuasfihe MG avavinldnaeis
W Osserman wsnguaandudafiiaens, am
T“HLWG'UENE]‘IMSLLR:‘S:’,EI::L'JmﬁI.ﬂu(n Fafunsured
Wothauninme wsrlfiiwdfnmuislueynaad dau
Simpson nutslasedpsne o madufuusz iz
L?!Mﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%hﬂ’iﬂﬂ%ﬂé&l active stage, inactive

M naznony

YansaioYaT
-
stage WAy burned out stage(®® usr Engel®®) uya
Tnandoauaz mawundaliwuidesanvesdoninds
Fudauacusthseandu 3 nqufa windifidesen
vosdanlndy, winilifidesanasdauinis awf
Gufionsdind 40 3 werwanflififasenasdan
Indw ua:mqﬁ'uﬁmmmﬁo s0 § lunmsusuvy
famnsoutigiisaananTzduved acetylcholine
receptor antibody, 3:UU HLA antigen lé&&2n(24)
ynnudslagldifuas Osserman wudv §
thy lweynsulng q Mty S8 wwlungy
s q dolife ngu 120% neu ILA 35% nfu 2B
25% najy LI 11% waznsy IV 9% lueynsufiny
agu 1 7% nqu 11 A 42% ngy 11 B 31% ngy III
15% wszngu IV 5% szufudvhanineyniubuime
Favepadwnaziihelungy 16 dnazlaldudn
Wulsangns uszngy LA usengy B u
nquisudninmlulsavenouniige iasamaims
wnuasfihefud WiRerniidadaninds dau
nw I wee IV su liuanshsninlueynsuduann
waduandislimnaz S wamdihelueynsudintende
\infiuayniadu 1 3wé
mnesaumangring lasnidamdmladu
swedis unmdufuiuemsusamisnddn o
ldvionldun Edrophonium (Tensilon) Wa: Pro-
stigmine Lﬁmmnﬂ’aﬁ]ﬁu Edrophonium Lifi§wung
uhasamauszn1ild Prostigmine erauvanalddnin
Edrophonium W31z qnavastagumniuas laifus
Hafsandoulu Edrophonium®!) msasiamavés
Prostigmine wBudenian Atropine 0.5 ¥f. #"
luneundsniniuda Prostigmine 1.5-2.0 wn. h
nfaunzassgnisasusuadlu 10-15 wifi(®) wudag
thefidn MG azeausuasdeminaseuii ss-05%()
'luﬂmm&ﬂvgﬁmauauaaﬁ'mmsﬂmam‘i 937, (28/30)
masanduiiadn Wi’ nszduda q fwanw
1 3 oUW RMidULIZE M median FafudFinas-
gwildiily uacfioiinimesaudiazWrauan
finiaansay amplitude U89 action potential 89
107 w¥anmmzdu 45 #3500 minesaviilu MG
Tasia e Wuauan 42%28) & aluswemilldnauan
72 feosvngihesmannlureouiiiiy MG A8
NI EIULAINAINNTTN repetitive stimulation
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test USaUdULTER M median. Selilemaldmauan
Wannnilueynsadu q fivw ocular MG anda
i msmaauiﬂﬂmﬁﬂﬂamo'lwﬂﬁ'mmﬂﬁﬂ‘é"u q
\w Single fiber EMG, Stapedial reflex fatique,
ocular muscle furiction(2®) a13thsl¥nadfiadauaiugn
fu wilimanrorintulanesd nsasasuand-
vafdde Antiacetylcholine receptor sxwuldlu MG
90Z 103fths MG usetieluiunisiileds uevzéiuy
uavduafden lisuiutloses stiummnquus mondiin(@)
mmeseidaliflulsmesymiasms

TrefiAmfuy§isnduiuRandfioswud
#u MG 'ur rheumatoid arthritis, pernicious
anemia, systemic lupus erythrematosus, sarcoidosis,
Sjogren’s syndrome, polymyositis, chronic ulcerative
colitis, pemphigus(?®) Lm:ti"mﬂmjﬂw‘luaunmeiw 1
wanh swnubansilanihalouszano 3,622
urlursomiilinuanuRaUnddans wanvnfian
wulselmasdsauiy Wihzanm 1312 deiis Hyper-
thyroid 5.7%, hypothyroid 5.3% u8t non toxic
goiter 2.1% waelu MG ﬁu'.lu hyperthyroid 813
WU circulating antibody 1¢ 41%2(%) luswauny
§iw MG fdu hyperthyroid 5.5% uazludwin
fiwu thyroid antibody B3 1 3

mafissemesienIndwdenttenwsd
n3msanlumeraussyidedanulinemsiumsduiu
wiflasenvesseinds udnmltreufinnedInluunsy
vpammrsenazdanlun A uduiiduss Anf nwdatu 29
1u11mm&ﬁ;§ﬂwﬁ|.ﬂutﬁman 2 318, 1398 WUIM
AMIeTIdIsnITthemwidniaten uazBududionis
manauR e Inluunsuvamsisen 8n 1 7w Tl
wuifiasenmmstemwdsd  uiwunnisde

s isewhmmeamrdedenIndvuss
2 MG %iu Blalock (HhfjurseePidusmun(0s?)
usenFonminilddinrisiunsvesmsridadanInds
Wwfihs. MG 4mesgldh madasexindasas
Weorms MG dau Tesiawzidaiumionisidasa
aglsfion wihasiiamddadt waglefiesanaa
snldnnviimsthdesiei nsrhdadenindaly
sorusn ol lessunsuaznatiosiunsiiaiie
sanvasdenIndalusspzdoin (3 FolufideysBuide
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NTuupaniniy nadia : Iiameidndis 55 o
rdoutumumuienms
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1 frhonqulaszaevauasdenissiie uslasaly
dehtwinshdeludihoeg 25-a5 9 uacfhmdu
mﬁouazﬂs:uznm'ﬁtﬂuhﬂfuﬁaunmhd’m:'lﬁuaﬁ?;
700 davslumaimsidasonlndade udue
finuindudosenvesanindnivislifans MG
fiow unclufihs MG #flammfaudwon A du
WE) lusenudiedninsidedendasulng
aflungn 11 A usz 11 B Snmlereglungu I uss
nqu IV nmssdarinld 2 35@e transsternal usz
transcervical thymectomy®®® luswamiivuuy trans-
sternal thymectomy Fanua
winssnmiinuludoyndalugion MG wu

_haswuanufiadndvesdeaindeld 47-812(21) uae

wuiiiesanuosdanndald o-16%(2") lusraamiiny
anuRaUndvasnenindafie Thymic hyperplasia
77% wazwuiiesenvasnanindy 6% Irsziamfiva

mihidadaundinnilommiaie 15 Wou uszwuh

ﬁﬂwﬁ'dﬁnmn'lu 18 wau winndems Hdas
smvasneuIndaung : deulndsfoUnd 1:3.6 s
tgﬁlw'meﬁo 18 @au wuh Sensudlandn 11
-ﬁ'oﬁvﬁ'l"lﬁﬁumm"amﬂ'luﬂﬂaméu q 1 eidataln
wumwiAaUndvasdenIndivanniu uszerawwiiesen
vasdaulndaludaniigdu®) wamsrhdndauinds
ﬁv‘iﬂﬁ@'ﬂwﬁm‘zu $ad swfennidadadeutioanly
wdazilifemanaszuunRduinlaeialy wiesims
tﬂﬁ‘uuuﬂaﬂuﬂuqaz‘mm suppressor, cytotoxic W3®
helper cell nIafin1snasuad antibody wie cell-
mediated immune @8 acetylcholine receptor %39
samInszduniagiduiu Tasdeier myoid cell n
doulndn dadaindudaniziulfideuisemegd
fufuaanly (@)

mavurSnuweyinds (Thymus irridiation)
tﬂu"‘:ﬁnﬁﬁnadnnddunnfnm MG ununisridiadou
Indrudwuhamsnmaananlituszlsninnluning
rdiananindalaoass uanmn&m’::umn'ﬁ'auamms.
awursannnihnarde dafuluinuddliuusita
Thawussusoudeuindaunumskda luns i
MG aglusamilminssaurintashda(34)

sdmladuesinafion  uodlddnmains
gouusann MG wevasniinelifanzdvasindialadu
wsnarsendeudersniadulszamuszndniia
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i duninmawanadideangns lasassdanslnd
Wldide MG slunguitielfamludeniude wilas-
@b (pyridostigmine) uscitlasd@niu (neostigmine)®)
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