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In a case of sexual assault, the rape victim, usually a child or a woman, is examined
by the doctor for evidences. A test for semen accepted by the court is the identification
of spermatozoa in stained smears from the victim’s perineum or vagina, which is obviously
the best proof of the presence of semen. But it is well recognized that in a fairly large
proportion of true seminal stains the spermatozoa may not be present or may have been
obscured or destroyed. The demonstration of acid phosphatase from the prostatic gland

which is contained in a large amount in the semen is useful, and is also accepted by
the court.

One hundred and forty six specimens were tested for acid phosphatase by the
Davies method at the Forensic Medicine Department, Chulalongkorn Hospital, and yielded
thirty three positive and one hundred and thirteen negative results. Negative results in
these specimens may have depended on many factors such as a prolonged delay before
the rape victim was examined by the doctor, an incorrect method of collection or handling
of the specimens, etc. Positive results depend on good collection of specimens as well
as receiving it within 48 hours of being sexually assaulted.

Reprint requests : Moolla-or P. Department of Forensic Medicine, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Received for publication. January 12, 1987.
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