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To assess the benefit and limitations of various investigations used in
the diagnosis of jaundice due to biliary tract obstruction, ten reported experiences
in Thailand during the past decade were analysed. Liver function tests and
radionuclide scan had limited value. Ultrasound was the most beneficial of the
non-invasive techniques in the differentiation between intrahepatic and extra-
hepatic causes of jaundice with an accuracy of 93% and a predictive value of
about 63% in the correct diagnosis of specific lesions. Of the invasive techniques
PTC using Chiba needle was as accurate as ERCP in the diagnosis of the type
of jaundice, (100% accuracy) but appeared to be more accurate in the diag-
nosis of the causes of biliary obstruction (96.0% V/S 65.9%~86.9%), with a
lower failure rate (7.6% V/S 23.9%-28.6%)
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