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Trend of new addictive substances: Hashish
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Problem/background ¢ The severe trend and excessive increase of addictive
substances in Thailand entail an intense problem. At present, a
new form of cannabis, previously came only in fresh hemps or
smashed in chinks of chunks, called “hashish” is being
unfolded. Smoking is the method of its consumption, like
cannabis. The most addictive substance in hashish is
Tetahydrocannabinol (THC), which is stronger than fresh hemps
and has direct effect on the nervous system.

. Objective ¢ To present baseline data of supply and demand situation and
trend of new addictive substances: Hashish.

Design *  Relrospective and descriptive study

Setting ¢ Drug Dependence Research Center (WHOCCR), Institute of
Health Research, Chulalongkorn University.

Materials and Methods : Hashish : Take the records and analyze the data, i.e.,
the nationality of the accused, year and the details of the case,
weight of the drug evidence etc from the Office of the Narcotics

Control Board, Ministry of Justice.

* Drug Dependence Research Center (WHOCCR) Institute of Health Research, Chulalongkorn University
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Results

Conclusions

Keywords

Supply situation: According to the statistics of hashish trade
seizure since 1993, among various nationalities drug pushers,
the Nepalese are the majority (75.75 kg, 74.42 kg, and 57.16
kg in 2000, 1999 and 2003, respectively) followed by the Polish
and the Western European. Thai people have less role in
hashish trading, the last report in 1993 stated Thai pushers
were seized of 9.10 kg.

Demand Situation: The statistics of hashish use and possession
cases in Thailand are very few compared to the supply side.
Thai people were arrested for smoking hashish almost every
year. Of those, the highest quantity of hashish seizure was
50.0 gm in 2001.

The existing statistics showed consecutive hashish trade and
intake. In fact, there was a tendency that hashish will be
ubiquitous. An effective planning to simultaneously reduce
both supply and demand must be implemented to avoid future

epidemic of hashish.

Trend, Addictive drugs, Hashish.
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Foryears, Thailand has been facing problems
of addictive substance epidemic. Even though there
was a strong policy on “ War on Drug “ in 2003, the
National Household Surveys‘” and the Synthesizing
Existing National Data of Addictive Substances

@4 jndicated that many substances such as

during
methamphetamine {yabaa), heroin, kratom and some
psychotropic drugs have been widespread. In addition,
hashish, a psychoactive drug in another form of
cannabis has appeared. In the past, Thailand knew
only cannabis in fresh hemp or smashed in chinks of
chunks, but at present hashish has been imported.
Hashish is solid, hard but pliable when heat. Its color
can vary from reddish brown to black greenish or
golden. Itis usually smoked in pipes, and sometimes
mixed with tobacco or cannabis buds. It can also be
ingested by adding in cookies or other food.
According to the 2522 BE Act of Narcotics,
cannabis, an addictive substance type 5, is
considered a psychoactive plant. The major active
chemical compound A-9 tetrahydrocannabinol,
commoniy referred to as THC, has psychoactive and
medicinal effects when consumed. ®® Hashish has
an average of 2 to 8% THC and can contain as much
as 20 % THC.” It has 4-8 %® more direct effect
to mental system than fresh cannabis. Therefore,
hashish users have high risk to develop mental
disorder. David M Fergusson, et al. have examined
possible linkages between cannabis use and
psychosis in a 25-year longitudinal study among a
birth cohort of 1,265 children in New Zealand. It has
been reported that daily users of cannabis had higher
rates of psychotic symptoms, between 1.6 and 1.8

times (P<0.001), than that of non-cannabis users.
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Hashish is the drug of choice in many
countries, especially in Central Asia. It is popular
among youngsters in their twenties. Its wholesale price

t ' and Morocco"” ranged

in Lebanon, India, Egyp
from 40 to 320 baht per gm. After “the War on Drug”
was declared, new drugs such as club drugs (ecstasy,
Ketamine, cocaine and Ice) including psychotropic
drugs have been epidemic nationwide. Even though
there was fewer reports of “hashish” consumption in
Thailand, the evidence of trafficking might be a clue

of attention to the new drug use in the future.

Objectives
1. To present baseline data of hashish both
the supply and demand in Thailand '
2. To present the situation of hashish

epidemic

Type of research

Retrospective and descriptive study

Setting

As this study is an analysis of the existing
national data of hashish obtained from the Office of
the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB), Ministry of
Justice, therefore, the analytical process has been
done at the Drug Dependence Research Center,

Institute of Health Research, Chulalongkorn University.

Material and Methodology

The data on iaw enforcement, i.e., seizure
amount of narcotics, narcotic law offender popuiation,
intelligence records and drug analyses have been
regularly reported to the Office of the Narcotics Control
Board (ONCB)." This study collected the data related
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to hashish during 1993 - 2005. The data on the
quantity, hashish trade and substance taking is
compiled only that appeared in statistical reports
of the seized quantity of hashish and the weight
of substance evidence exceeding 0.10 kilogram

(100 gm).

Statistical analysis
Frequencies, percentage and histogram

graphics are used to analyze the data.

Results

The statistic has indicated that during a
12-year cycle from 1993-2005, the quantity of hashish
seized fluctuated. The three highest quantities seized
of 121.2, 91.9 and 84.4 kg were in 1999, 2000 and
2003, respectively. Correspondence with the quantity
of seizure, the cases fluctuated, but different péaks
have been found in 2000, 1997 and 2003 of 41, 17
and 16 cases, respectively (Figure 1).

From the aforementioned, it is noted that in
some years the quantity of seizure was not related to

the number of cases. For instance, in the year 1999
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the highest quantity of hashish seized was 121.2 kg,
but it was only 15 cases. In the following year, the
quantity of seizure was reduced to 91.9 kg while the
cases have increased more than double since 1999.
Therefore, both the quantity and number of cases
seizure should be under consideration in epidemic

discussion.

Supply Situation

According to the statistics of the hashish
trade seizure since 1993, there have been drug
pushers of various nationalities but the majority of
them were the Nepalese. The highest amount of
hashish being seized from the Nepalese pushers
was 75.75 kg in 2000, while the year 1999 ranked
the second at 74.42 kg, and the year 2003 ranked
the third at 57.16 kg. Presently, hashish of 7 kg was
seized.

The second majority group was from Poland.
The first Polish case of 21.18 kg was seized in 1996.
Only a few cases were reported in the following years.
In 2002, the highest amount of hashish, 28.5 kg was

seized, but there was no case after that.

50

weight (kg)

number of cases

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

w eight (kg)

—&— number of cases

Figure 1. Seizure amount of hashish (kg) and number of cases during 1993-2005.
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As for the Western Europe, statistics showed
their continuous trades for 11 years since 1994.
However, the seized quantity was only 0.40 - 7.70 kg,
which was not much compared to other pushers
from Nepal and Poland. Noticeably, the trade of
hashish became international, as in some years many
nationalities were arrested at the same time. Thai
people have less role of hashish trader, the last report
in 1993 stated that 9.1 kg were seized from Thai
pushers (Table 1).
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Noticeably, since 2003 a group of pushers
from various countries have been arrested at the same
time. In 2003, 2004 and 2005 the citizens of iran, New
Zealand and Nepal, ltaly and Thailand, and German
and Iran were arrested as carrying hashish weigh 18
kg, 0.26 kg and 1.7 kg, respectively. These situations
indicated that hashish pushers have their network

worldwide.

Table 1. Types and quantities of hashish seized (kg) for drug pushers classified according to nationality

during 1993-2005.

Nation/year 1993 1994 1995

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Nepal 6.5 14.35
Middle East e.g. Pakistan,

Afghanistan, Iran, israel, Turkey 27

Western Europe e.g. United

Kingdom, German, France,

Belgium, Austria 045 596
Scandinavia e.g. Sweden, Demark,

Iceland, Norway 27 252 5

North America e.g. Canada,

America 2.8

Australia and Southeast Asia e.g.
Australia, New Zealand,
Philippines 105
Thailand 9.1
Japan

Poland

Singapore

German and Iran

Italy and Thailand

Iran and New Zealand and Nepal
Un-identify

Total weight (kg) 9.1

2285 2283 3277 5433 20.74 12122 91.85 3.95

2233 1 7442 7575 355 625 5716 642 7

12.9 45 0.6

379 4 58 563 48 04 6 77 6

562 11 95

192 15

0.17 19

135 09 091

2118 133 8.15 4 28.5

8.1
1.7
0.26
18
1.8 17 36
52.17 8436 1328 53.71




o ar

112 Fnsam an3sdu

Demand Situation

Statistics showed the hashish use and/or
possession cases in Thailand were very few compared
to the supply side. The three highest quantity seizures
of 84.0, 100.0 and 122.35 gm were found in 1995,
2001 and 2005, respectively. People from the Middle
East were arrested in 2005 with the highest amount of
88.5 gm.

Referring 12 years backwards, citizens of
Thailand being arrested for smoking hashish were in
1996,1998, 2000, 2001 and 2004. Seized hashish were
0.5, 0.5, 3.7, 50 and 2 gm, respectively (Table 2).
The frequencies of the Thai and the European arrested
were almost the same but the European tended to
get more amount of seizure at a time. Noticeably, in
2005 the latest year, there were many cases of hashish

users were arrested.
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Discussion

The existing data indicated consecutive
hashish trade and consumption. In fact, there is a
high tendency that hashish will be widely spread.
This study reports epidemic baseline data showing
Thailand as a transitional area of hashish as well as
other substances, despite the fact that other
nationalities have also been arrested for hashish
pushers or traders. Even though there was no
supportive evidence of hashish use and the health
consequence in Thailand, the trend of Thai hashish
smoker seizures should be concerned with. Some
studies and national seizure data have reported an
epidemic of cannabis. Although there has been a
strong effort in eradication cannabis plants, it is difficult
to deny the fact that hashish can still be produced in

the country. At the same time, drug users especially

Table 2. Types and quantities of hashish seized (gm) for use/possession classified by nationality during

1993-2005.

Nation/year

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Middle East e.g. Pakistan,

Afghanistan, Iran, Israel,

Turkey 1.76

Western Europe e.g. United

Kingdom, German, France,

Belgium, Austria 54

Scandinavia e.g. Sweden,

Denmark, Iceland

North America e.g. Canada,

America

Thailand 0.5
Japan

Thailand and Iran

Israel and Japan

Un-identify 84

Total weight (gm) 84 05

5576 225 -

4 88.5

1 46.6 30.12

15

1.21
0.5 37 &0 2
21 5.95 6

0.02

50 15

56.25 100 1.5 6 6 122.35
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adolescents often find other alternative substances.
This evidence is supported by the epidemic of club
drugs and other psychotropic drugs after ‘War on
Drugs’ was declared. Therefore, policy makers should
take immediate action to prevent and remedy the
problems. An effective plan to simultaneously reduce
both the supply and demand of the drug must be

implemented to avoid future epidemic of hashish.

Conclusion

Statistics of the supply and demand of
hashish in the country have indicated the severity of
an epidemic. As for the supply, the seizures of
hashish showed that Thailand is possible to be a transit
country. Since 1993, many citizens of Nepal, Europe,
Poland and the Middie East have been reported regular
drug traders. Even though there were a few use and/
or possession cases, the Thais and Europeans were

among most outstanding cases.
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