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Hoarseness is -obviously a symtom and not a disease. It is a
quality of voice that is rough, grating, harsh, more or less
discordant and lower in pitch than normal for the individual.

. Hoarseness is one of the symtoms in throat disease that
it be considered separately to save much repetition and to
emphasize the importance of prompt investigation because in its
chronic form it may be an early warning of serious disease in
the larynx or elsewhere such as pharynx. Persistent hoarseness
may carry serious implications about health, employability, or
social adjustment. If the disorder is of recent origin, it may
be a symtom of disease or structural change that requires
immediate medical attention. On the other hand, if the voice has
been hoarse for sometimes and the laryngeal condition is stable,
the health implications become secondary to the social and.
economic consideration. .

The etiologies and pathologies of the organic phonatory
defects are extremely complex and often interrelated. Usually
the sound of the voice does not reveal the specific disease or
type of etiologies. Differential diagnosis in a case of hoarseness
requires first a careful record of chief and lesser complaints,
family history, previous medical history and present illness. The
vocal therapy depends upon the alleviation of the physical

conditions by medication or surgery and is specrch for the par-
twcular disorder. :
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