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Chittmitrapap S, Tanphiphat C, Punyatalung A. Value of single dose preoperative
antibiotics in acute appendicitis. Chula Med J 1985 Nov; 29 (11) 1181-1186

A prospective randomized study was carried out in 470 patients with
acute (nonperforated) appendicitis to determine the effectiveness of single-
dose preoperative antibiotics in the prevention of wound infection. Patients
were randomized into 3 groups. Group I (167 patients) received 1 gm. of
Chloramphenicol intravenously. Group II (167 patients) received Gentamicin
80 mg. intramuscularly. Group III (166 patients) or control group did not
receive any antibiotics. The wound infection rates were 4.46%, 5.73% and
5.77% in groups I, II, III respectively, the differences were not statistically
significant (P > 0.05). We conclude that preoperative single-dose Chloram-
phenicol or Gentamicin is not routinely necessary in acute uncomplicated
appendicitis.
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Table 1 Age groups of the patients

Age Cases Percent

5-15 44 9.36
15-25 232 49.36
25-35 89 18.94
35-45 37 7.87
45-55 68 14.47
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Table 2 Excluded groups of patients

Wrong Diagnosis

Wound

Normal Ruptured Gynecological | Contamination | Total

Appendix | Appendicitis Condition
Group |
Chloramphenicol 5 3 1 1 10
Group II
Gentamicin 6 2 — 2 10
Group 111
Control group S 3 — 2 10
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Diagram I Infection Rates in the three
groups
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