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Carcinoma of the stomach is a common malignant tumour of the G.I.
Tract. One hundred and thirty three patients who underwent primary treatment
for carcinoma of the stomach at Chulalongkorn hospital between 1979 to 1983
were reviewed. Most of them were over 40 years of age. (89.1%), with age
ranging from 20 to 81 years and a mean of 53.8 years. Pylorus and antrum
was the commonest site involved (49.3%), followed by the body (23.9%) and
cardia (11.6%).

Extragastric involvement was found in 85 per cent of cases and [ymph
node involvement was also found in 85% of cases. The operation was performed
in 133 out of 138 cases, with a resectable rate of 58.6 per cent (78 cases);
12 per cent were curative and 46.6 per cent palliative resection.

The common operations performed in this series, were Billroth II
gastrectomy (31.6%), total gastrectomy (12.8%), gastrojejunostomy (18.1%)
and Explore laparotomy only 15.0 per cent. Poorly differentiated and un-
differentiated adenocarcinomas were the commonest cell type found.

The 30 day operative mortality was 3 per cent. Early detection of
gastric carcinoma is still a major problem.
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Figure 1 Age distribution of the patients
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Table 1 Symptoms and signs

Symptoms and signs patient %
Epigastric discomfort 116 84.1
Obstruction - partial 94 68.1
- complete 8 6.0

Anorexia 71 S1.5
Hematemesis/melena 68 49.3
Weight loss 120 86.9
(History of previous treatment as P.U. 41 29.7)
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Figure 2 Percentage of carcinoma in various parts.
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Findings resectable n = 78 unresectable n = 55 Total
Gross Pathology
Borrmann type I - - -

type I1 4 - 4 (3%)

type III 68 53 121 (91%)

type IV 6 2 8 (6%)
Local involvement 58 55 113 (85%)
Lymph node metastasis 59 54 113 (85%)
Liver metastasis 8 20 28 (21.1%)
Peritoneal, Omental seeding 10 28 38 (28.6%)
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Table 3 Pathological results.

Cell type Patient %

Poorly diff. adenocarcinoma 41 29.7
Undiff. adenocarcinoma 24 17.4
Moderately diff. adenocarcinoma 19 13.8
Well diff. adenocarcinoma 17 12.3
Mucin producing adenocarcinoma 5 3.6
Signet ring cell carcinoma 5 3.6
Squamous cell carcinoma (body) 1 0.7
Adenocarcinoma from metastatic site 26 18.8

138 100

Table 4 Operative procedures in 133 patients.

Operations Patient %
Gastrectomy Billroth II 42 31.6
Total gastrectomy 17 12.8
Esophago-gastrectomy 11 8.3
Gastrectomy Billroth 1 7 5.3
Whipple’s Operation 1 0.8

resectable cases 78 58.6
Gastrojejunostomy 24 18.1
Open and close 20 15.0
Tube enterostomy 9 6.8
Choledocho-jejunostomy 2 1.5

unresectable cases 55 41.4
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Table 5 Post operative morbidity and mortality.

Pancreatitis

Deep vein thrombosis

Bowel gangrene (from tumour
adhesion)

Resectable (n=78) unresectable (n=>585)

complication dead complication dead
Bleeding 2 - 3 2
Leakage of anastomosis 3 1 - -
Intraabdominal abscess 1 - 1 -
Wound infection 4 - 4 -
Efferen loop obstruction - - 1 -
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