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Kasantikul D, Karnjanathanalers N. Attitudes of medical students

toward psychiatric clerkship. Chula Med J 1985 May ; 29 (5) 1 573-584

The responses of 145 medical students in an attitudinal
questionaire on their psychiatric clerkship indecated the they were
satisfied with their experiences. Students held in high regard the
study of psychopharmacology and the participation in caring for
patients. Many students expressed feeling more confident about their

knowledge in clinical psychiatry.
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Table Attitudes of medical students toward psychiatric clerkship.
excellent good fair ‘poor No. of
Topics students
. . j . completing
N(%) N(%) N(%) N(%) |questionnaires
1. Topic reviews
mental status & symptomatology 17(12.23) 75(53.95) 43(30.94) 4(2.88) 139
schizophrenia 12(8.45) 81(57.04) 44 (30.99) 5(3.52) 142
demonstration of interview technique* [13(14.94) 53(60.92) 17(19.54) 4{4.60) 87
organic brain syndrome 7(4.93) 48(33.80) 67(47.18) 20(14.09) 142
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excellent good fair poor No. of
Topics students
' completing
N(%) N(%) N(%) N(%) |questionnaires
orientation child psychiatry 21(14.69) 74(51.75) 39(27.27) 9(6.29) 143
neuroses 11(8.21) 81(60.45) | 35(26.12) 7(5.22) 134
affective disorder 35(24.48) 98(68.53) 10(6.99) 0(0) 143
psychiatric emergencies* 8(8.25) 62(63.92) | 24(24.74) 3(3.09) 97
personality disorders 42(29.17) 87(60.42) 14(9.72) 1(0.69) 144
psychopsysiologic disorders 16(11.19) 88(61.54) 37(25.87) 2(1.40) 143
psychopharmacology 72(50.35) 64(44.75) 7(4.90) 0(0) 143
social investigation 4(2.90) 73(52.90) 56(40.58) 5(3.63) 138
psychotherapy 10(7.14) 72(51.43) | 54(38.57) 4(2.86) 140
psychological testing 20(13.98) 104(72.73) | 19(13.29) 0(0) 143
case discussion (drug and alcohol 5(6.10) 42(51.22) 29(35.36) 6(7.32) 82
dependence) ’

trip to mental hospital 17(11.72) | 84(57.93) | 42(28.97) 2(1.38) 145
Sexual dysfunction** 8(18.19) 29(65.90) 7(15.91) 0(0) 44
Child Psychiatry 0.P.D. 13(11.02) l 54(45.76) | 42(35.59) 9(7.63) 118
Inpatient cases 30(21.74) 88(63.77) 18(13.04) 2(1.45) 138
Adult psychiatry O.P.D. 26(18.98) | 86(62.77) | 21(15.33) | 4(2.92) 137
Charts round 52(36.36) 75(52.45) 15(10.49) 1(0.70) 143
Case Conference 65(45.14) 71(49.31) 8(5.55) 0(0) 144
Case discussions 39(27.66) 86(60.99) 13(9.22) 3(2.13) 141
Supervisions 27(19.57) 80(57.97) 28(20.29) 3(2.17) 138
Journal clubs 5(4.50) 32(28.83) 57(51.35) | 17(15.32) 111
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excellent good fair poor No. of
Topics students
completing
N(%) N(%) N(%) N(%) questionnaires
10. electroconvulsive therapy 14(16.09) 67(77.01) 6(6,90) 0 (0) 87
11. clerkship work place (convenient, 16(11.27) 86(60.56) 34(23.94) 6 (4.23) 142
comfortable etc.)
12. Enthusiasm & helps from staff 58(41.73) 73(52.52) 7(5.03) 1 (0.72) 139
psychiatrists
13. Enthusiasm & helps from staff 35(24.82) | 88(62.41) 15(10.64) | 3 (2.73) 141
nurses
14. Enthusiasm & helps from staff 43(31.16) 81(58.70) 14(10.14) 0 (0) 138
social worker
15. Enthusiasm & helps from staff 35(25.93) | 84(62.22) | 16(11.85) | 0 (0) 135
psychologists.
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