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Lohsoonthorn P. Principles of disaster problems solving. Chula Med J 1985
Apr; 29(4) : 421-439

Disasters throughout history have had significant impact on the morbidity,
mortality and economics of populations. A “disaster” is a sudden, extraordinary
calamity or catastrophe which affects or threatens health. Disasters include
natural disasters ie. floods, droughts, landslide etc. and man-made disasters ie.
war, industrial accidents, traffic accidents etc. The five phases of the natural
history of disaster are warning phase, impact phase, rescue phase, relief phase
and rehabilitation phase.

Four major steps of disaster problem solving are 1) Disaster survey, in-
cludes immediate assessment for obtaining as much general information as
possible and as quickly as possible and short-term assessment which involves
more a systematic method of collecting data and is likely to result in more
detailed, reliable information on problems, relief resources and relief activities
in progress. 2) Disaster diagnosis includes analysis of data, identification of
disaster problems, determining the magnitude of the problems and disaster
situation. 3) Disaster treatment includes immediate disaster planning for the
rescue of victims, provision of emergency medical care and basic minimum
needs. 4) Disaster evaluation includes a comparison between the actual and
the desired relief operation.
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