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Tannirandorn Y, Dhamabutra N. Abortion complicated by Clostridium per-
fringens infection. Chula Med J 1986 Sep; 30 (9) : 827-837

Septic abortions from Clostridium perfringens are still an important
health problem in Thailand because of the high mortality rate. Clostridium
perfringens produces many exotoxins which are responsible for the clinical
manifestations of clostridial septicemia such as hemolysis, hemoglobinemia,
hemoglobinuria, hyperbilirubinemia, acute renal failure, hyperkalemia and dis-
seminated intravascular coagulation. The fullblown syndrome is easily diagnosed
from the above manifestations, the presence of gas in the pelvic organs, foul
smelling pus and positive gram stain for clostridium. High dose penicillin
followed soon by curettage provides effective therapy with prompt recovery
in less severe cases. Close observation is also necessary. The presence of hemo-
lysis, hemoglobinemia, hemoglobinuria, hypotension, soft tissue gas in the
pelvis, acute renal failure or septicemia are indications for total abdominal
hysterectomy and bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy. Good supportive care is
essential. Acute renal failure may indicate hemodialysis. The use of antitoxin
and hyperbaric oxygen may be beneficial in some cases.
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