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Near-drowning is a catastrophic condition in which the chrances of sur-
vival depend on the amount of cardiac, respiratory and brain injury present,
The reported incidence of incapacitating brain-damaged persons, who survive
a near-drowning episode, varies from 0-30 percent.!5) A simple neurological
classification introduced by Conn & Modell>19 s used to classify near-drowned
victims and to function as a guide to therapeutic measurement. This triage
classification includes category A (Awake), category B (Blunted consciousness)
and category C (Comatose). The category determination is based on the state
of consciousness at a specific time interval, approximating one to two hours
after rescue. The patients in category C are most likely to have cerebral mor-
bidity.("1% Protection of the brain by “HYPER” therapy (continuous dehydration,
controlled hyperventilation, moderate hypothermia, barbiturate coma and con-
tinuous muscular paralysis) is therefore recommended in this group of patients,
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2. Immersion hypothermia
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Neurological classification of near-
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Table” 1. Postsubmersion neurological classification!”

Category Description Glascow coma scale

A (Awake)
B (Blunted)

Alert, fully conscious 15

Obtunded, stuporous but rousable;
purposeful response to pain;
normal respirations. 10-13

Comatose, not rousable; abnormal
response to pain; abnormal

C (Comatose)

respirations.
C subcategories

C1 (Decorticate) Flexion response to pain, Cheyne-

Strokes respiration. 5

C, (Decerebrate) Extension response to pain, central

hyperventilation. 4

C3 (Flaccid) No response to pain, apneustic or

C 4 (Deceased?)
circulation

Flaccid, apneic, no detectable

‘“cluster’’ breathing. 3
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— Category A (Awake)
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“HYPER” therapy

1. Hyperhydration (H)
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2. Hyperventilation (Y)
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3. Hyperpyrexia (P)
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4. Hyperexcitability (E)
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5. Hyper-rigidity (R)
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