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Poshyachinda V. Lessons from opium dependence problem in the
first century of Bangkok history. Chula Med J 1982 : 26 Suppl;
A181-A219

Review of historical documents during the first century of
Bangkok period demonstrates the persistentce of opium dependence
problem at least through the last 3 centuries. During the social
turmoil period between the fall of Ayudhya, the late capital and
the birth of Bangkok opium dependence remained in quiscence.
However, the opium dependence problem became much apparent
again in the second decade of Bangkok period and escalated to
small localized civil wars in many provincial districts between
the administration and the illicit opium traffickers during the
end of King Rama III's reign. The prohibition policy against
opium use and trade of the first 3 reigns was changed to official
sanction of opium use and trade only for the chinese in the
reign of King Rama IV. The policy implementations failed to
confine the use and trade to the chinese population. Opium
dependence was even more wide spread. Morphine dependence broke
out in King Rama V’s reign. The morphine supply trafficked
through the newly prospered modern medical services. The status
of the problem at the end of the Ist century of Bangkok period
was as complex as the current situation of opium and heroin
dependence.

The evaluation of the opium dependence problem, some major
social consequences and their interaction with the intervention
efforts were digressed with highlight on the crucial social, econo-
mical and political situations which change the historical course
of the opium dependence problem in Thailand.
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...The opium, which was the only part of our cargo suited to the
market, was contraband, its importation being strictly prohibited by the autho-
rities ; great caution was therefore necessary in endeavouring to dispose of it....
iaz

On the 11*, after a stay of only four days at Bangkok, I prepared
for my return to the schooner, Mr. Hunter intending to remain a short time
longer in the hope of disposing of the opium. The drug happened this year to
to be very cheap in China, and many of the junks fram Canton had brought two
or three chests each, which had completely spoiled his market...*®)
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...whereas there are now appearing at the customs, importations of
morphia so large that his Siameses M ajesty’s Government are unable to suppose
that it can be intended for medicinal purposes, his Siamese Majesty’s Government
have expressed their intention to exercise considerable strictness in and make more
precise provisions regarding the admission of the drug in a manner applicable
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to importers of all nationalities without discrimination....
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...bul I must come to the conviction that the very good regulation being

enforced in Singapore and in other countries against the illegal sale of opium



and morphium, are not suitable for Bangkok, because there is here not a good
control over the ability and the scrupulousness of many shopkeepers, who write

»”

on their firm the name “Dispensary .

A way to reduce the large abuse of opium and morphine, would be a
high duty on that. But it would be to fear that also the use of opium and mor-
phium for purposes would be reduced by too strong laws as well as by too high
prices of such medicines. In a cholera country as Siam it would be funny to
reduce the sale or to increase the price excessively on such important medicines
against the Cholera. I mean it would be in the Cholera town with its very bad
drinking water supply, of more important that the poor people get the Cholera
medicine at the cheapest price than that the treasury makes a big profit with the

(55)

cholera medicine....
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