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Dusitsin,  N. Research programme in population health science :
Present and future. Chula Med J 1982; 26 Suppl : A-146-A-158

Since 1965, Chulalongkorn University has developed a pro-
gramme of research, development and research trainingin human
reproduction, initially in the Faculty of Medicine and later in
the newly established Institute of Health Research. This programme
has received supports from wvarious organizations such as the
China Medical Board, the Population Council, the Ford Founda-
tion, the United States Agency for International Development
and more substantially by the United Nations Fund for Popula-
tion Activities and the World Health Organization.

Researches conducted in the programme include clinical
trials of wvarious contraceptive methods, long term studies of
currently used fertility regulating agents, infertility studies and
service and psychosocial research in family planning. The pro-
gramme has collaborated intimately with the National Family
Planning Programme (NFPP) of the Minisiry of Public Health.
Results of various studies generated in this programme have
been utilized by NFPP. The research and service capabilities of
NFPP have also been strengthened by this programme, e.g.
through wvarious personnel development projects, the external
quality —assessment scheme for clinical laboratories and the
low-cost Papanicolaou service.

It is envisaged that the future of this programme will rely
significantly on international funding and in order to attract
outside funds the programme must maintain its quality of
research at a high level. Support from the University in terms of
better research policy, better interfaculty collaboration will be a
big help for the programme to overcome certain existing
drawbacks.
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