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Kladchareon N. Cimetidine in the Treatment of Duodenal Ulcer
Chula Med J 1982; 26 (6) : 579-586

Cimetidine, a histamine H_ —receptor antagonist, has been
widely employed in the treatment of duodenal ulcer. A six—week
course of cimetidine in acute duodenal ulceration leads to complete
healing of the ulcer in over 75 per cent of cases. Prolonged use of
the drug up to twelve months or longer is associated with a much
lower rate of ulcer recurrence. This so—called bedtime maintenance
treatment, nevertheless, does not appear to eradicate forever the ulcer
diathesis, as the rate of ulcer recurrence is seemingly unaltered once
treatment is stopped. Uses of Cimetidine in duodenal ulcer disease

are reviewed, with comments on its thera peutic application in Thai

patients.
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