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Poovorawan Y, Chomdej S, Chandrakamol B, Benjavongkulchai S, Sensiriva-
tana R, Snid-Vongs D. Necrotizing enterocolitis following intractable diarrhea
in infants, Chula Med J 1982 Nov.; 26 (6): 495-505

Analysis of hospital records of pediatric inpatients of Chula-

longkorn Hospital during 1980 and 1981 revealed that necro-
tizing enterocolitis usually occurs in newborn infants who
have had perinatal stress. Ten infants developed the disease
following intractable diarrhea. The age of affected infants
varied from 26 to 76 days. They had diarrhea between 7 to
40 days before the diagnosis was made. All patients had severe
weight loss and severe malnutrition. Three of them had conge-
nital anomaly namely Hirschsprung disease, imperforate anus
and congenital heart disease. The infants with Hirschsprung
disease and imperforate anus developed necrotizing enterocolitis
7 and 24 days respectively after colostomy. Five patients
were treated by conventional regime only and the rest of them
were treated by conventional regime and operation. All of the
infants died from the disease except one from congenital heart
disease. The pathogenesis of necrotizing enterocolitis following
intractable diarrhea was proposed. Awareness of necrotizing
enterocolitis as a complication of intractable diarrhea may aid
in early recognition, proper treatment and better survival rate.
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