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Phanuphak P, Ratanavongsiri C, Panmoung W, Trongsawasd P,
Aphaivong O, Chaowanasai A, CQoneglarp T. Socioeconomy and
patterns of drug abuse in hercin and opium addicts. Chula Med J
1982 July ; 26 (4) : 253-265

Socioeconomy and pattern of drug usage in 167 heroin
addicts who attended the drug dependent treatment centers in
and around Bangkok from June 1979 to May 1980 were
analyzed, hoping to increase our understanding of the drug
addiction problems in Thailand which may result in better
preventive and therapeutic measures. Addicts were divided into
the intravenous (LV.) and the smoking (who never injected)
groups. There were 112 addicts in the former and 55 in the
latter group. Women comprised of only 3.6% in the LV. group
and of 10.9% in the smo/ung group. Twenty one to 35 was the
commonest age range in both groups but the smoking group had
a second age-incidence peak in addicts older than 45. Percen-
tage of addicts who came from provincial areas was higher in
the smoking group suggesting that smoking is still the popular
method of heroin administration in rural areas. Daily multiple
administrations of heroin was the general pattern of drug usage
Half of the LV. addicts came to the treatment centers after
more than 5 years of addiction. In most instances, they started
out by smoking the drug for a short period of time before
switching to parenteral route. Majority of the addicts belonged
to the low socioeconomic and uneducated class. They spent
almost all or most of their incomes on the drug. The incidence
of paternal loss among drug addicts was surprisingly high. The
paternal death rate among addicts under 30 year old was
between 25.0 to 39.1% whereas maternal loss was only 4.3-5.9%
This may play important psychologic and economical inductive
roles in drug addiction.
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