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Interviews of 8036 postpartum women were conducted
at the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Chulalongkorn
Hospital and the Maternal and Child Health Centre, Khon Kaen.
Each of the women was asked whether at the beginning of this
pregnancy she had been given any female hormones to test if she
was pfegnant or not or any Thai herbal medicine to cause a
pregnancy to end before a baby developed. At the same period of
timé, pediatricians, reports of gross birth defects detected in the
babies born from these women were collected. The analysis of
the data revealed that the incidence ’of congenital defects found
among those mothers who previously used oral or injectable female
hormones for the test of pregnancy was not significantly different
from the non-users. However, the incidence of such defects in
babies born from women who admitted having used Thai herbal
medicine to end up pregnancy in the first trimester without

success was higher than those of non-users.
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