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In Thailand, tetanus in still an important cause of death.
Totanus cases are admitted frequently in both rural and urban
hos pitals. This study of tetanus cases in the Chulalongkorn Hospital
from 1967 to 1978 found the total cases was 825, ranging from
40-80 cases each year. The tetanus in newborn was 25 % of total
cases. In adult the highest risk group was workers and employees
(50%). Most of the cases caused by the punctured wound or cut
wounds ( 96%) and most wounds occurred at the feet ( 76°/o). Tetanus
in newborn was related to delivery and umbilical stump wounds (56%)
The delivery was performed at home ( 88%) using the bamboo stic_k
as cutting meterial (44%). Concerning the immunization status,w only
3 % of the population received tetanus injection. The rate corresponds
well with the overall D.P.T. vaccination rate of the whole country
(3.2-6.4%). In order to solve this pfoblem, more efforts should be
emphasized on basic immunization for general population and
pregnant mothers, advising the pregnant mothers to deliver in the
hospitals or the kealth centres and educating the primitive midwives

on the sterilization technique.
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