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Exchange transfusion via umbilical vessel is simple by recutting the
cord to be able to place a catheter in. Among the fullterm babies the the distance
of 8 cm. is right for the tip of the catheter to be in the lumen of the inferior
vena cava, not too low to be in the portal vessels or too high to be in the Ri.
atrium. For the premature infants, the right distance can be estimated by

shoulder—umbilicus distance graph as reported by Dunn 1966.

For the one whose cord has been detached or become infected the
umbilical route is contraindicated and should select others, or one may use Lhe
supra—umbilical approach by skin incision and dissection to W harton's jelly. to
identify the umbilical vessels, but one should do it with grate precaution not to
enter the peritoneum.  Since this approach is raely carried out and so far there
has been no report of any complication. Unfortunately, we encountered with two
cases of peritoneal. The procedure was performed by the housestaff. Therefor
we feel that it is worth reporting the cases to warn our colleagues to aware of

the potential danger of this procedure.
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1. Hyperbilirubinemia

2. latrogenic peritoncal rupture

during umbilical vein cathetcrization
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