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erythropoietin in the treatment of cancer-related anemia. Chula Med J 1997 Dec; 41(12):
945-57

Cancer-related anemia (CRA) is a type of anemia which is frequent in the presence
of cancer. In general, an anemia represents an imbalance between the lifespan of the
erythrocytes and the rate of their production. In the case of CRA, both factors appear to be
involved. The more important factor, however, seems to be the relative failure of the bone
marrow to increase production of red blood cells (RBCs) to compensate sufficiently for the
shortened RBC survival. The pathogenic mechanisms which have been postulated to be
responsible are: 1) impaired iron utilization 2) suppressed erythroid progenitor cells, and 3)
inadequate erythropoietin (EPO) production. The purpose of this review is to provide an up-
to-date summary of various pathogenic aspects of CRA, and the present state of knowledge and

the potential for the use of recombinant human erythropoietin (rhEPQO) in cancer patients.

Key words: rhEPO, CRA, Therapy.

Reprint request : Charuruks N, Department of Laboratory Medicine, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
Received for publication. September 15, 1997.

* AAmnIMaaitugat ancuwnomaad amamsalmineay
= malnegsnaad auzuwnomand IRanInliming sy

o pulafedinouazunde sotuusFukend NJINWY 10400
B MITUNTTINGT ATUNNLAFAT IMNAINTHUNTINeNAY



946 wmsTne 917ind uaram Chula Med J

wanssne 91330Y, wiung a97d, ymiad gBlanm, 3 Suudndna. mildtaan
o - as a J [
Suinduwandilnsmesdfinlunisinmamizlafiaswingiloliaunie. gwasnsal

IBHT 2540 5.0; 41(12): 945-57

a da 4 -~ & ) a o . a 1 oA
nlanaviifaifsuiiavenlsavasy unrclafiavvnwurssuasiiadaiiia
vinmaduthedilsaunde  lasnaldmaclafenafannnaioaugarznivergives

& A ar a oy & da P o & . o Y
I RALATURZENTINTITHER TugdvyTsﬂu:mm/n'minnmw avenigaslidune19o9
f o oo o o 'Y o & A & o o a =)
uditasefigngyfe fmumumv:v:uaaY'ﬂnszgnZummﬁamﬂmaﬂumwumemwanumfn

= A o o & a do o dd , 4 o a ' v & Vo
imiRaauaviionytuausy wensnalnfisagiidiaiuagdasd 1) luawrsoldindnldacg
Juwdnsmw  2) dnsnamaiuvensadidafoauns Usr 3) mInAad3Inswaysnu

) At o [ a ] o d ar o da &
laiApawa UYIﬂ’J’INu&I'Jﬂ{]ﬂ?:ﬂdﬂﬁ):??ﬂi?&li‘vﬂ’lfﬂﬂ177@)'7\77 mnmnumvzianmwnmmu

& ~

o/ 1 4 L an al r-3 J o e o % 3 4 Ad
lugfthelsauznss ua:mihraﬂmwayanummmummfwupmnswiug«ﬂw[mwmny

nnslafiae




Vol. 41 No. 12
December 1997

a & ) o v
malafenailunmzunsndaunwyldves
9/ 4 3 A ! 1 8 o
ludihelauzie gifimsiuagivefia anuguus
d = a« ad
wazszpziaan Mdlulsnuzds asaeaudinslums
snwn  nmsAns lugniumMIUwngndn 12 ura
Tutssinauauuian® wugddinsuesmazlafiaans
Tulsnuz3esldlng (colorectal cancer) apaz 13
TulsauziSadua (breast cancer) $asaz 17 lulin
121593319 (ovarian cancer) wugetio¥auaz 51 uas
lulsaugiFaan (lung cancer) Sowaz 52 Hudu
A P X @ A o
mazlaRansfiwulugihslinusniidminglseay
glulnafiu (hemoglobin, Hb) atisznite 8-10 g/dl
A P € & A
lasfisafeBnanoadidaiioauas (mean cor-
) A L3 v
puscular volume, MCV) URSALAREAMNIVUYY
= =Y & = [J
#lulnadumsluiiafaauasannsauios (mean
corpuscular hemoglobin concentration, MCHC)
agluwnmaind (normochromic normocytic anemia)
a o o & oo
mazlafannsfinulugiholiauzfifidnsusians
wRzi38n1 cancer- related anemia (CRA) msifia
[ A L a 3 )
CRA liihgdasiumignaavessasunielugly
A -] a a o -
nizgn MIsRea anadaUndvasiy la wie
szuudan’livie ARDAIUMTVINETATMITUNLUITG)
A o & h 2 [ Qo 9o/
fandulumsshausssidaion CRA fansucadny
Qs o d A’ s . .
funnzlafaaefiwululsnizass (anemia of chronic
disease, ACD) 111 Ytul3n (tuberculosis) 1salude
s . .. a A’
amangﬁmmay (rheumatoid arthritis) n1s@aLTaT

(systemic fungal infections) 1Jugin

@y A P o ) &
wihanzlafaraiwuludibeoliauadam
[} 1 1 = A’ 1 =3
Ingiazlizuuss udnmazlafasfidastuanuguus
ad a = ' Ps
gasamIiianlsanansy uaswininnmelaiaang
aa o Y & a 'Y da
jutmnmm'lmdﬂfzuTsau:tsam@m'mumsnsnaunu
a a & a aa o X P '
auaTaNITUIELT I 6 'lu;dﬂ’mkﬂuuswaonaae
1 o A Qe 1 b
W§e9® wuddhleniiszau Hb ganindasas 13g/dL
ﬁ5@1‘:’1asiisawé'emﬁ'nmmﬁ'm%'oﬁgoﬁa 88 3IANT
a d e A as o '
faauduia 2t ‘lumnwm&“ﬂwwﬁs:@qu ann

& Ao ' a Y
13 g/dL uuuaﬂi’]agsaﬂtv‘ﬂdsaﬂﬂ: 46 IINNIT

milfsaauiininduandiinmesdfinlunisinen 947
nmlafiasnludiholzaunso

Aamnaduszozawuyinng

a a o o
133N CRA fiehuanfamsiiiiea e

- v ¥ ! =)
ﬂ'nutﬁtymmmmomﬂT,uT.aﬁgwu NITHAR
recombinant human erythropoietin (thEPO) @28
3‘§msmaﬁu§3mnﬁuﬂs:awmﬁuﬁwt’%m rhEPO

° Q0 A’ 1 = a A a

gnmm'l‘n*snmCRAtuvm'nuunm'zmwmﬁmnﬂm
299 CRA ANBMSMISARNN  LAZHAMSIINBIAIL
thEPO f\lﬁﬂﬂ’\iﬁﬂﬂ’lgﬂ’lUluIidW&l’luﬁaQWWﬂOﬂini

wasLIUINGIU TN

v
wenBaSsinsrvasnnzlaiavielugiielse
[
VL
(Pathophysiology of cancer-related anemia)
&) A & o o o
Wuinunudn mielafianafeanns
& < =) &
asugavasfinasasidaiaauatlunszusion
od A o o o . € & A
FININUBNUaYVY (lifespan) vaILTRRILALREG
wazmIanamasiliaien 1w CRA siuwuintade
o Q A = fod z
sagiidumingresmafianazlafanauuians
[} b 3 <~ v d ) s
lisasnahmsdidaifoalWifeswe 1BaifAa
nnemasar 3 dizms da 1.) mshianansald
(3 tﬁ‘ k3 ~ 9 ] Iy
manas NITaslalRaauad 2.) ioasauniie
€ < o ' ° v d & a
rasiliadaauas iaunsariminfasnadulng uas
LI 9/ & & & I
3.)mazeilanaaglunmssHasasidafioauasia
erythropoietin (EPO) aanms#inmluszasdaan
WudNmaRNsTImAnTonITduIzvuiduiuue:
. =3 A U ¥ o o 1
cytokines waorianamaliiia CRA 1o 1w
interferons (IFNs), tumor necrosis factor (TNF),
. . < ¥ 4
uaz interleukin 1 (IL-1) ifudu (U1 1) luCRA
¥ s ! Qv s Qv
Wuszay IFN-Y §93uunn uazlnnudunuingy
Q' Qv Qo 13 bt J
Aunuszau Hb® nanfiaiiszduves IFN-Y gedulu
A Q- Q' b = Qe
vueAiszau Hb aaad wazlunnaunuiissauvas
A et J Qs
IFN-Y aanvluzmeiiiszauuas Hb §9% Ty
4 X x . .
IFN-Y ﬂgwumnuuam'nﬁmsnszqu cellular
immunity uazusas IWAUTInNUTFURUTIERIN

nNINIzdu macrophages uaznisiianzlafiaans



948

& o 4 &
naluils CRA uaz ACD® uananiimacrophages

a & P v v a a
FIRNNTONSIRNT TNF Fanwuinnalwifanizlase

Erythrocytes

Dyserythropoiesis

Shortened Survival

‘wmssm 917ind wazame

Chula Med J

MUFaINe809¢ " uazluau® sm IL-1 wui

o d X o o ga I a (9)
Txﬂﬂﬂgﬂ'ﬂuauwuﬁnlm'rlU?ulﬁ\‘l‘ﬂaﬂfn'): AaNnaI

Immune System

Macrophages

IFN-Y ‘l
IL-1 TEN- Y
L-1a, 3 INF IL.-1
TNF CL1- antitrypsin TNF
_ Reduced Suppressed Impaired
/. . e——Fxythropoietin BFU-E, Iron
Production CFU-E Utilization

- a vt a I a 1 LR « '3 < LY a v e
gﬂ'n 1 WETNRLANILNANIIZLANAIN uﬂﬂ?ﬂi?ﬂﬂtﬁd Lﬁnaauzmni:qm:uunuﬂunu

ILlRY cytokines
Y 9

o P ' a € o v o | €= a o &
HNRUTUR NNﬂlﬂﬂNmu'\anﬁﬂl‘ﬂﬂaluﬂl;ﬂaﬂuﬂ\']vl(ﬂtw{“wa 1umm$ﬂk°ﬁaﬂluﬂlaaﬂuﬂ0ua"lq’ﬂﬂﬂua@

AIS = anemia-inducing substance
CFU-E = colony-forming unit-erythroid
IL-1 = interleukin 1

a . € & =
a1gvy (lifespan) vprrasilaifaauadln
CRA U8 {n13AUNLU anemia-inducing substance
d [ LA
(AIS) BaiulihdulwRoavasiloliausiia AIS
o [ € & & = ' =
idlrasidaReauasiinnuamudanauasuudas
799 osmotic pressure 8A8d LEASIIANEALAIRI
o 1 ! A’ W
uanuazgnvimeeau’® AIS wnwuawizlugias
) LA JV )
CRA vlnwu‘lugﬂ'm ACD uannigawyin IL-1©

way TNF' ﬁ'flﬁmaélﬁﬂLﬁaﬂumﬁmq‘ffnﬁumﬁaU

BFU = burst-forming unit-erythroid
IFN-Y = inteferon O
TNF = tumor necrosis factor

v - /1

ansazianizaasnzlafiaelngilalsa
[

2L (Characteristic of CRA)

1umsﬁnm@'ﬂw CRA a1 401 882

o @ @y a
(amefi 1) YeznavludofiholiausSmaosiia
Luwuimaiuien  MILaNNIaoVaITAsIAe
-} o | 1 - - .
waauad mMiIvas Iy 1w vitamin B12, folic
acid, uazwdn anvReuUndvasey e wasvzuy
' a o A’d o -}
daulivio lTuduou 401 9eil fidile 333 1o w3e
@ N gar o ' o
Sapar 83 luweldsuadvndauiran vmeh 68

A 9 war A o as ' =
TUAIDIBURNS 17 LﬂUvL@SIJLﬂN‘.U’IUﬂ LAYUSANTN



Vol. 41 No. 12
December 1997

o4 ) 1 Qs o o b &) [] 1 A
gphu"lu"lmumumuﬂmLﬂunmamouaunqﬂ 4
flawi  wuingilan CRA e reticulocyte count
5 o e g a A  y a
anliFuRusiunzlafiane (avf 2) Kol
: < a . .
mmaumqﬂammaags:wm 8.7-9.6 gsdL u

o ) a o = (R A < v
Pdl]’] tlYlYl'lﬂ’]?ﬂﬂi:l’lWU'J’]&d]J’J UIiﬂ&l:l?O‘U 28382872

milereudurinduandiinmesdfinlunsinm
[-4
mmidafavningihslsaunso

949

@4 9 (solid tumors) HaMuguussvasmazlaiia
saniihelsauzsimalafiaine (p < o0.05)
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(MDS) uanmni‘fﬁown'h;jﬂ’aﬂmu‘lvxqjﬁm MCV
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Characteristic No. of
patients
Sex
Female 223
Male 178
Age (yrs)
Median (range) 62(18-90)
Malignancy
Myelodysplastic syndromes (MIDS) 64
Chronic myeloproliferative diseases (CMD) 22
Chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) 36
Malignant lymphomas (ML) 61
Multiple myeloma (MM) 94
Solid tumors (ST) 124
Total 401

a I a a X < da I a o (12)
ANTIIN 2. HANITATIIN ﬂ“ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂﬂ']'ﬂadHﬂ?ﬂiﬁﬂ“:lﬁﬁﬂunqqz ANAII ITUIU 401 38

RBCs Hb PCV MCV MCHC Re?
Disease (x 10%/uD) (g7dD) (%) M (g/dD) (x 10%/u1)
MDS 29(1.8-51) 93(3.0-13.9) 27.4(16.0-40.0) 95(78-122) 34 (29-37) 13 (0-221)
CMD 3.0(1.8-4.3) 8.7(6.1-124) 26.1(18.0-35.0)  88(79-106) 34 (29-36) 27 (2-121)
CLL 29(1.5-39) 93(6.3-12.3)  28.1(194-37.0) 96 (75-140)  33(21-37)  20(0-130)
MM 2.10(1.1-39) 92(3.8-134) 27.0(123-39.1) 96 (83-136) 34 (30-37) 27 (1-122)
ML 2.11(1.3-39) 9.0(4.6-11.7)  28.0(12.7-35.5) 94 (69-110)  33(28-42) 24 (0-179)
ST 33(1.7-49) 9.6(5.8-11.8) 29.6(10.9-374) 89(35-137)  33(22-63) 48 (0-347)

Rc® = reticulocyte, corrected for hemoglobin values.
Other abbreviations as defined in Table 1.

Data are shown as median (range).
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Case Lab Weeks
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
1. NPC,F Hb 7.5 7.2 8.1 8.9 9.1 9.0 8.8 11.0 9.1
28 yr.old Hct 24.8 25.7 25.6 27.1 29.4 28.9 26.9 334 27.8

2. NSCLC,M Hb 9.7 11.0 10.9
56 yr. old Hct 29.8 35.3 345

3. NSCLC,M Hb 9.1 9.2 9.0
54 yr. old Hct 30.2 30.8 29.6

4. LungCA, M Hb 9.2 114 11.3
47 yr. old Hct 269 349 37.3

5. LungCA,M Hb 7.8 94 10.8
44 yr. old Hect 24.7 29.0 349

12.5 12.9 13.9 13.4 13.4 13.9
40.9 429 45.6 454 43.0 45.3

9.2 104 9.7 11.0 11.1 -
29.8 345 319 359 39.2 -

12.2 13.9 13.8 13.6 12.9 10.8
38.1 44.0 423 41.2 38.8 35.8

11.3 11.9 11.6 10.7 93 8.7
37.3 38.1 39.1 36.3 31.9 28.2

NPC = nasopharyngeal carcinomas
Lung CA = Lungcancer
F = female

NSCLC
yr. old

non small cell lung cancer
year old
male
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wWisuWisununguaiuguwuiaes: 0.6 939
Weadug wudtlidanauandetuanninszning
néuéﬂwﬁ'lﬁ%’ums%’nmﬁw rhEPO uaznguaiu-
Quﬁ"l&i'l@?%’u rhEPO (aaft 4) saululsowenuna
amansd minmaEhdeaunamsld thEPO lu
1l CRA $m 5 T8 wui Samsthadlasuss
1ramude s1wm 5 o uswiiafie s1wan 4 e
Uhaumslas 3un 3 Mg Yaadsme 3uIu 1 Ny

anueaulafags wmam 1 My
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a5 9N 4. a'm'mnmﬁm'lugjm’m‘[sﬂumm‘lmu thEPO®

rhEPO (n = 376)  Control (n = 180)

Side—effect n % n %
At least one 250 66.5 107 59.4
Malignancy progressions 54 14.4 31 17.2
Nausea and vomiting 63 16.8 23 12.8
Diarrhea 10 2.7 2 1.1
GI disorders 10 2.7 10 5.6
Lower-respiratory-tract infections 33 8.8 13 7.2
Infections 25 6.6 7 3.9
Upper-respiratory-tract infections 12 3.2 6 3.3
Sepsis 11 2.9 2 1.1
Dyspnea 8 2.1 4 2.2
Thrombophlebitis 9 2.4 2 1.1
Embolisms 5 1.3 1 0.6
Pyrexia 23 6.1 8 4.4
Headache 15 4.0 1 0.6
Hypertension 19 5.1 4 2.2
Asthenia 17 4.5 6 3.3
Arrhythmia 4 1.1 3 1.7
Cardiocirculatory failures 4 1.1 3 1.7
Coronary heart diseases 3 0.8 1 0.6
Bone disorders 11 2.9 3 1.7
Epistaxis 4 1.1 3 1.7
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