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Intracranial germinoma with multiple lesions in

unusual sites: A case report
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Germinoma is the commonest subtype of primary intracranial germ cell tumors. The
pineal and suprasellar regions are by far the most favorable sites, followed by the basal ganglion
and thalamus; other locations have been sparsely reported. Intracranial germinomas can
simultaneously be found at multiple sites, but in such cases, there is generally still an involvement
of the suprasellar or pineal area. We report, herein, an unusual case of intracranial germinoma
presented with multiple lesions involving the centrum semiovale, corpus callosum, periventricular
areas, midbrain, internal capsule and brain stem, with no tumor observed in the suprasellar or
pineal region. The patient is a 20- year-old Thai male, who presented with progressive left

hemiparesis.
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Germinoma is the most frequent subtype of
primary intracranial germ cell tumors, accounted for
36 to 65 %, and constitutes 0.1 to 3.4% of all

intracranial tumors.®

Its incidence is largely limited
to the first three decades of life, with a male to female
ratio of 1.88:1.” Midline structures are the preferred
locations where the pineal and suprasellar regions are

€9 followed by the basal ganglion

the two leading sites,
and thalamus.”® The purpose of this article is to report
an unusual case of multicentric intracranial germinoma
that involved the centrum semiovale, corpus callosum,
periventricular areas, midbrain, internal capsule and

brain stem.

Case report

A 20 —year - old Thai male presented to King
Chulalongkorm Memorial Hospital with a 9-month history
of progressive left-sided hemiparesis, behavioral
changes, impaired memory and bowel-bladder
incontinence. Increased appetite with 10 Kg-gained
weight was also noted. Two weeks before admission,

he developed left facial palsy.
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Neurological examination revealed an alert
patient with slow speech and inappropriate mood,
euphoria. Left facial palsy, upper motor neuron type
was detected. Left- sided muscle power was graded
3/5. Increased muscle tone with cogwheel rigidity was
also observed at the same side. There was left-sided
plantaflexed Babinski response. Glabellar sign was
positive. Others physical examinations were normal.

The patient had multiple magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) done which showed multiple lesions at
bilateral centrum semiovale, posterior limb of internal
capsule, midbrain especially right cerebral peduncle
and pons. Demyelinating disease was the most
suspected. The latest MRI and computed tomography
(CT) demonstrated multiple enhanced lesions at
corpus callosum and periventricular areas at both frontal
horns, left occipital and left temporal horn of lateral
ventricle without mass effect or shifting of midline
structures (Figure1). Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) for
cytology study showed small amount of lymphocytes
without malignant cell. Computed tomographic-guided

stereotaxis was done to obtain periventricuar tissue.

Figure 1. MRI of the brain (A) shows multiple enhancing lesions at corpus callosum, bilateral frontal horns

and left occipital horn of lateral ventricles without pineal involvement. (B) Lesions at left temporal

horn of lateral ventricle are noted. Suprasellar region is unremarkable.
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Figure 2. Histopathology of intracranial geminoma shows (A) lobular arrangement of tumor cells

separated by fibrous tissue which is infiltrated by lymphocytes (H&E, x 10). (B) They are

large round cells with clear cytoplasm, prominent nuclei and distinct nucleoli (H&E,x 40).

Two pieces of dark brown tissue, 0.7x0.5x0.3
and 1x0.6x0.2 cm. were sent for histological
examination. Hematoxylin and eosin stain revealed
sheets of large tumor cells, separated by fibrous
stroma which was infiltrated by lymphocytes. The
tumor cells possessed large round nuclei with
prominent nucleoi (Figure2). The tumor cells focally
reacted with placental alkaline phosphatase (PLAP)
antiserum, while CD45, a-fetoprotein and B-human
chorionic gonadotropin were negative.

Germinoma was the diagnosis. No evidence
of metastasis was detected. Whole brain radiation
and chemotherapy were prescribed treatments for
the patient. Follow-ups MRI of the brain showed

progressive clearing of the lesions.

Discussion

Beside the pineal and suprasellar regions
where intracranial germinomas may occur up to
70 %, *™ the basal ganglion and thalamus, together

are the third most common sites with an estimated

incidence of 4 to 10 %." The third ventricle is another
area where germinomas have been found not
uncommonly.’***™ Other rare locations of intracranial

germinomas, including the cerebral hemisphere

6.12) (13)

(frontal and occipital lobes),®'™ corpus callosum,

(1-2,5-6) (14)

lateral and fourth ventricles, sellar turcica,

15-16 (17-18)

cerebellopontine angle,”*"® medulla oblongata,

%58 have also been reported. Not

and cerebellum °
frequently, intracranial germinomas appear at more
than one locus. "**"'® Sugiyama et al. noted that up
to 10 % of the cases of intracranial germinomas
reported in Japanese literature exhibited synchronous
lesions in the pineal body and suprasellar regions, "
comparied to 3 % and 16 % reported by Ho et al."™®
and Baranzelli et al.,”” respectively. Multicentric
lesions involving the suprasellar and basal ganglia
were also documented by Sugiyama et al.™ On a
review of 58 germinomas by Matsutani et al., 8 were
found at multiple sites, 2 located mainly in the pineal
region and 6 in the neurohypophysis.”’ Double

suprasellar and cerebellar localizations, possibly
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multifocal were described by Steimle et al.®

Obviously, all of these reported multiple germinomas
demonstrated either the suprasellar or pineal
involvement. Although a few cases of multiple
germinomas withoqt suprasellar or pineal lesion have

d, #"2 none of them have scattered

been mentione
lesions occupying areas of the brain as many as found
in this case. (Table 1) Our case is therefore unusual,
both because of its site and multiple foci.
Microscopically, germinoma comprises two
clearly distinguishable cell population,® the large
polygonal or spheroidal tumor cells, and mononuclear
inflammatory cells. The former possesses well-defined
cell boundaries with large central spherical vesicular
nuclei and prominent central nucleoli, while the latter
consist mainly of lymphocytes with variable plasma-
cell components. ®"* Both cellular components
were unequivocally present in our case; the positive
result of placental alkaline phosphatase (PLAP)
study supports the diagnosis."**?? Additionally,
immunohistochemistry using leukocyte common
antigen (CD45), a.-fetoprotein and B-human chorionic

(7-19.26)

gonadotropin antibodies were also done in the
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case to exclude lymphoma and other subtypes of germ
cell tumor. ‘
Regarding to the multiple lesions of
germinoma in the case, questions may be raised as
to whether they represent: 1) metastatic tumors from
a primary site outside the nervous system, and 2)
dissemination of primary intracranial tumor along

@’ Lacking evidence

the cerebrospinal fluid pathway.
of tumor elsewhere in the body, supported by the
fact that it is very rare for extracranial germinoma
to metastasize to the brain without widespread
involvement of other Organs,”® argues against the
first possibility. Negative malignant cells in the CSF,
together with discrete lesions in this patient, suggest
multicentric in origin of the tumor, rather than
intracranial metastases. An aberration in primordial
germ cell migration is a current accepted theory of
the histogenesis.®*"

Ingeneral, surgery is not considered a primary
mode of treatment for intracranial germinomas, due
to their usual deep-seated midline locations. Computed

tomographic-guided stereotaxis is now an accepted

method for obtaining tissue for diagnosis. ® Radiation

Table 1. Comparison between age, sex and location of multiple germinomas without suprasellar or pineal lesion.

Author Age Sex Location

Evanson et al 43 Male Both carebellar hemispheres

So SCand HO J ? ? Corpus callosum and thalamus

Nagata et al 12 Female Frontal lobe, caudate nucleus, lentiform nucleus,
internal capsule and midbrain

Masuzawa et al 11 Male Thalamus and basal ganglion

Masuzawa et al 39 Male Ventricular system and posterior fossa

Our series 20 Male Centrum semiovale, corpus callosum, periventricular

areas, midbrain, internal capsule and brain stem
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with or without chemotherapy has played an important
role in the treatment and provides longer survival time,
compared to other subtypes of germ cell tumors.""?
Disappearance of the lesions in our subject after
radiation and chemotherapy indicate a good response
to the treatments. Unfortunately, we are unable to
compare our case and other cases mentioned in
table 1. in the way of treatment and survival time due

to unavailable datas.
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