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A new respiratory paramyxovirus, human metapneumovirus (hMPV), was first identified
in The Netherlands in 2001. Some virological features of hMPV were found to be similar to
human respiratory syncytial virus. Clinical features are similar to those caused by other respiratory
viruses and range from mild upper respiratory tract infections, severe lower respiratory tract
infections and acute respiratory failure. Respiratory tract infections caused by hMPV were
reported in several countries and in all age groups. Further epidemiologic, virologic and clinical
studlies are still needed for determining the natural history and long term respiratory outcomes

following hMPV infections.
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