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Dengue virus infection has been a public health concern in Thailand and in several
other countries worldwide. In the past decades, there has been some recent knowledge
conceming this disease in the fields of epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical manifestations,
laboratory diagnosis, treatment and prevention. Pieces of evidence from several Southeast
Asian countries show that age of the reported dengue cases has increased from 5-9 years to
older children and young adults. Dengue virus serotype 3 circulates more commonly and this
may result in increasing the neurological findings among the dengue patients. The pathogenesis
of the disease remains unclear but cytokine-mediated immunopathogenesis and virus virulence
are now of research interest. Clinical presentations and laboratory findings of dengue in infants
are distinctive whereas the disease in adults is often milder. Neurological presentations and
co-infections are well described. Newly developed polymerase chain reaction protocols are
ongoing in order to detect dengue RNA in specimens other than sera i.e. urine, saliva and
peripheral blood leukocytes. Proper intravenous fluid remains the mainstay of management
whereas recombinant activated factor VIl helps control life-threatening bleeding but needs
more clinical information. Dengue vaccine is in the field trial and should be widely used in the
near future.
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