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Voravud N. Therapeutic implication of tumor biology in head and neck cancer.
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Cancer of head and neck is one of the most common cancers in Thailand. Although
radiation treatment andsor surgery can be used effectively for early tumors,chemo-
therapy for recurrent and metastatic head and neck cancer is still palliative. Given the
complexity and inadequate understanding of the pathogenesis of the disease, the most
efficacious treatment method for head and neck cancer especially recurrent and
metastatic diseases, is not yet well defined. This article presents a review of recent biologic
rationale of multimodality approach to prevent tumorgenesis, increase locoregional
control, and decrease distant metastasis. The ultimate goal is to improve therapeutic ratio,
quality of life and increase survival of patients with head and neck cancer.
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