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The progressive developments in cardiac ultrasound during the past two decades
have substantially altered the practice of perinatologists, obstetricians and cardiologists.
Fetal cardiac ultrasound studies are now becoming the primary armamentarium in the
diagnosis of fetal congenital heart diseases. Since a 92% sensitivity of 4-chamber view
in screening fetal heart diseases was firstly reported in 1987, 4-chamber view has been
widely recommended for routine use in fetal sonographic examinations. Recent studies
have demonstrated somewhat variable results and have suggested incorporation of the
outflow tract study in order to achieve higher sensitivity. Obstetricians taking care of
patients should thoroughly understand the advantages and limitations of fetal cardiac
scanning, especially the 4-chamber view, in order that the appropriate information and

management plan can be offered to the patients.
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Year Number of casee 4-Chamber-view sensitivity
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Kirk(" 1994 5967 a7
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