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The incidence of Congenital Heart Disease (CHD) is currently estimated to
be 8 to 9 out of every 1000 live births. Congenital heart disease is thought to
be a multifactorial disorder in over 90% of its cases. Pioneer studies on the ultrasound
investigation of the heart were reported in the early 1970s. Since the introduction
of high resolution, real-time ultrasound in the late 1970s, reports on ultrasound
assessment of fetal cardiac anatomy and function have been appearing with increasing
frequency in both the obstetric and cardiologic literature. At present, fetal echocardio-
graphy is a well established technique for the prenatal diagnosis of CHD. However,
the diffusion of this technique is still limited, as it requires both a very experienced
operator and meticulous scanning. Screening the entire obstetric population does not
appear possible at present, and fetal echocardiography is necessarily directed toward
selected pregnancies carrying a higher-than-normal risk of fetal cardiac anomalies.
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