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Hanvivatvong O. Immunodiagnosis of snake bite. Chula Med J 1990 Jul; 34 (7) : 549-554

In snake bite, the management of a patient could be facilitated by identification of the offending
snake. Many immunoassay techniques have been developed for identifying venom in body fluids and
tissues which may result in improving treatment of serious snake bite poisoning. Assay for detecting
specific venom antibody are helpful in studying the epidemiology and determining the extent of the
problem of snake bite. Such techniques are also being applied in studying the kinetics of snake bite
poisoning in man and animals, in accessing the efficacy of various first-aid methods and in other
important aspects of snake venom research.

The assay techniques are immunodiffusion, immunoelectrophoresis, agglutination,

radioimmunoassay and enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. The development and use of each assay
are discussed.

Reprint request : Hanvivatvong O, Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
Received for publication. February 5, 1990.
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