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The Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University has long been established as Thailand’s leading
authority in medical education and has recently been designated the WHO Collaborating Center for Medical
Education due to its pioneering works in this field. Since 1984 the Faculty has been actively involved in the
development of Computer Assisted Instruction (CAI) and this is justified by its potential in responding to the
individual learning needs.

The Faculty has developed 12 different types of CAl authoring softwares which have already
produced 169 lessons encompassing a range of subjects from 15 departments. With the fund granted by the
WHO another 100 lessons are due to be finished by the end of 1989.

The term ‘‘development’’ does not merely indicate the steps in creating the CAI but also the
techniques of using it efficiently and the technique to maintain the momentum of this potential.

For CAI to be efficient, one must consider the strategy to deliver the lessons to the learners with a
suitable coverage of the target population, and to carefully select the types of CAI to suit each level of
educational objectives. The CAl should be used intelligently to maximize its effectiveness and to avoid any
possible untoward effects.

In order the retain the potential of continuing development, it is necessary to update the quality of
the programs and lessons as well as to increase the coverage of content to make an impact upon the
academic achievements. The established policy of the administrators to guide and strengthen the CAI
development is also emphasized.

Reprint request : Chongtrakul P, Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.

Received for publication. November 3, 1989.
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FIGURE 1. AVERAGE NUMBER OF RECORDS IN EACH DAY OF THE WEEK.
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TABLE 1 TYPE OF CAI AND RESPONSES TO LEVEL OF LEARNING.

TYPE OF CAI LEVEL OF LEARNING

1 2 3 4 5 6
TUTORIAL Kok Hokok _ - _ _
DRILL AND PRACTICE * *ok *% — — -
SELF-ASSESSMENT (MCQ) *% *ok *k — — —
SELF-ASSESSMENT (ESSAY) * * *k *k - _
SIMULATION * Ak *k * _
PROBLEM SOLVING * *okok kKK A _
MODEL BUILDING — - Kok Kk Kok *

*** Best Responses to Learning.
** Intermediate Responses to Learning.
* Impartial Responses to Learning.
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