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Wongthim S. Flexible fiberoptic bronchoscopy in removal of foreign body from the right
intermediate bronchus : a case report. Chula Med J 1990 Jan;34(1): 59-62

Bronchoscopy, either with a rigid open tube or a flexible fiberoptic type, can be performed
in the removal of foreign body from the bronchus. I report an interesting case of successful
removal of a small metallic, unique foreign body from the bronchus of a patient. A 50 year old
man presented with a history of productive cough with purulent sputum for 3 months. Physical
examination revealed localized rhonchi in the right middle lung area. Chest roentgenogram
showed a 1-1.5 cm. foreign body of metallic density at right hilum with pulmonary infiltrations.
The patient denied any history of aspiration. Flexible fiberoptic bronchoscopy was performed.
There was moderate purulent secretion in the right lung. After clearing the airway by bronchial
wasing, a metallic foreign body was found almost causing obstruction of the right intermediate
bronchus. The foreign body was removed by an alligator forcep and was found to be a small
Buddha image. When the patient saw the Buddha image, he could remember that 3 months ago
he put it in his mouth and jumped into the river to rescue a drowning child.

Reprint request : Wongthim S, Department of Internal Medicine, Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10330, Thailand.
Received for publication. August 1, 1989.
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Figure 1.  Chest roentgenogram showing a metallic
foreign body at right hilar region with

(PA film)

pulmonary infiltrations.
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The foreign body removing from right intermediate bronchus.
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