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Chumdermpadetsuk S, Chittinand S, Likitnukul S, Phanuphak P, Thaithumyanon P, Tisyakorn
U, Kungwarlnonvarat S. Thai newborn offsprings of intravenous heroin addicted and HIV
antibody positive mothers : 3 case report. Chula Med J 1989 Jan; 33 (1) : 43-52

Three newborn offsprings of intravenous heroin addicted and HIV antibody positive mothers
were admitted at the Department of Pediatrics, Chulalongkorn Hospital, during July to August 1988.
They were the first three cases reported in Thailand. The mothers were asymptomatic and shared needles
with other addicts. The infants had positive IgG HIV antibody by Elisa & Western Blot tests. They
all manifested heroin withdrawal symptoms. Two had jaundice requiring phototherapy, and the third
had partial exchange transfusion. Isolation, blood body fluid precaution were strictly practiced. Breast
feeding was not recommended because of methadone ingestion and possible transmission of HIV through
breast milk. The infants were discharged after 4-6 weeks in the hospital in good condition. Close follow
up at home and in the hospital will be required to study the natural course and outcome. The psychosocial
aspects of these mothers were complex. Special support to help them care for their babies at home
was tailored to meet individual needs.

It is apparent that 1.V. drug abuse is the main mode of HIV transmission. Policy setting,
active family planning, education in AIDS prevention, elimination of 1.V. drug abuse are important
tools in controlling AIDS in Thailand.

Reprint request : Chumdermpadetsuk S, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalong-
korn University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Received for publication. October 10, 1988
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Table 1 Neonatal Drug Withdrawal Scoring Sys’tem(7)

o d d 4
1{IUY MUANINADAN asAtY

YMINIEINFNS

Score
0 1 2 3
Tremor (muscle activity Normal Minimally Moderate or Marked continous
of limbs) - when hungry marked when even when
disturbed undisturbed undisturbed,
subside when going on to
fed or held seizure-like
snugly movements
Irritability (excessive None Slightly Moderate to Marked even
crying) severe when when undisturbed
disturbed or
hungry
Reflexes Normal Increased Markedly
increased
Stools Normal Explosive, Explosive, more
but normal than eight/day
frequency
Muscle tone Normal Increased Rigidity
Skin abrasions No Redness of Breaking of
knees and the skin
elbows
Respiratory rate/min 55 55-75 76-95
Repetitive sneezing No yes
Repetitive yawning No yes
Vomiting No yes
Fever No yes

From Lipsitz PJ : A proposed narcotic withdrawal score for use with newborn infants. Clin Ped. 1975;

14 : 592
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Table 2 AIDS Prevalence in Thailand (up to June 30, 1988).

Risk factors No. of patients Total
definite related Contact
diagnosis symptoms
Homosexual 8 18 54 80
or Bisexual male
Heterosexual male 0 2 1 3
- Heterosexual female 0 5 17 22
Narcotic abuser (IV) 0 0 776 776
Blood transfusion 1 0 5 6
Unknown 0 2 45 47
Total 9 27 898 934
Living in Thailand 4 24 895 923

From Center of AIDS Prevention and Control.

Department of Communicable Disease Control of Thailand®.
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Table 3 Control and Therapeutic Tactics Against AIDS

A. Prevention

1. Intensive education programs to reduce risk

Safe sex
No shared needles
Safe blood supply

2. Deferment of pregnancy among high-risk subjects

3. HTLV-III/AV vaccine

B. Treatment of HTLV-III/LAV infection : chemotherapy against retrovirus (g%

zidovudine (Retrovir)(zz)

C. Therapy of HTLV-III/LAYV infection sequelae

1. Immunologic reconstitution
Bone marrow transplantion

Transfer of immune competent cells

2. Immunologic enhancement

Cytokines (e.g., interleukin-2 and interferon)

Immunologic adjuvants

w

Aggressive treatment of infection and malignancy

4. New therapy of refractory infections
Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare

CMV
Cryptosporidiosis
Pneumocystis carinii

5. Prophylaxis against pneumocystis with trimethoprim sulfamethoxazole

Gammaglobulin infusion

? Treatment for lymphocytic interstitial pneumonitis (LIP)
? Protection against bacterial and viral sepsis
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