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Knee pain is a common problem among Thai people. Because of the complexity of its
anatomical structure, knee lesions pose difficulty in making correct diagnosis, employing only routine
methods of history taking, physical examination, radiology, laboratory tests and aspiration. Surgical
arthrotomy, though capable of exposing more details, is considered too aggressive, expensive and
requires prolonged rehabilitation. This article introduces a new aid to diagnosis of knee problems
: Arthroscopy. While it is now widely used throughout the world, it is still new among Thai physicians.
Evolution, historical review and usefulness of Arthroscope are described.

Reprint request : Itiravivong P, Department Orthopedic and Rehabilitation Medicine, Faculty of
_ Medicine, Chulalongkorn University. Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Recieved for publication. November 20, 1988.
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